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HP-Hogwarts Role Play – Transcript 8

The End Of Term Adventure


This transcript focuses on the adventure that a number of students get caught up in on the morning after the Yule Ball. This concludes the story arc set up at the start of term.  It starts with Messages 2305 and concludes halfway through Message 2922.
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The Morning After the Yule Ball

Eventually everyone made their way back to their own Dormitory or were forced to do so by older students or teachers. 

An overall feeling of confusion and uncertainty seems to be running through the school at the moment.

The news had travelled swiftly that Kat Black had been found and was safe. Lots of rumours abound as to what happened, but none of the teacher or older students were willing to tell the students anything that night. It is known that Kat, Nimue, Yvette and Marvo are all in the infirmary, but no more details are available, other than that 'Things will be sorted out in the morning'

Eventually everyone goes into a deep sleep.

When you awake in the morning you feel slightly strange. You feel you have had a wonderful, deep, dreamless sleep. But something just does not seem right. You cannot at first put your finger on what it is at first and you lie in your bed, listening.

Then you realise what part of the problem is....

There is no noise! The school is quiet as if it was the middle of the night. You can hear a slight breeze outside, but no sounds or movement. Not even an owl hoot, or the scurry of a House Elf.

You look at the time and see it is an hour after the usual breakfast call!

You check some of your fellow students and find them still asleep. You try and wake one of the others, but they will not wake! They are breathing deeply, but nothing you can do makes them wake up!

*******

Adrana woke only to find everyone else still asleep! She poked the person next to her, hoping for directions to breakfast, as she was late already, but the person wouldn't wake up.

"This is just great," she thought to herself.  "Well, at least I got here.  Thanks Dumbledore," she mumbled under her breath.

"Let's see know, I've got all my stuff here," she said checking to make sure everything was still in her trunk.  "And you," she said to her cat Majin who was still asleep.  "Where are you supposed to go?"

The cat gave her a blank look and went back to sleep.

"Nevermind...let's see," she mumbled reading a slip of paper. "Gryffindor, that's the name of my house, eh?"

She looked around to see if anyone was awake yet.

Madison woke with a start.  She had been having a very disturbing dream, but now couldn't remember what it was about.  She lay in her bed, staring at the canopy and enjoying the silence, when she realised that something was wrong.  It was a little too silent.  She rolled over and looked at her clock. 

"What? I missed breakfast!" she cried, jumping out of bed. "Why didn't anyone wake me...” She trailed off, seeing everyone else in the dorm still asleep.  Confused, she walked over to the girl sleeping in the bed next to her, and gently shook her. 

"Hey, time to get up...” The girl was breathing, but didn't stir.  "What is going on...?"

"I guess I should probably go to the common room or something...” she said to herself.

Just about that time, she saw someone else on the other side of the room that was waking up too. She yelled something about missing breakfast, but Adrana was more worried about why everyone in this school slept in so late.

She walked over to the girl that had woken up. "Excuse me, but, umm...do you guys normally sleep in this late?"

Madison looked at Adrana, relieved to know that she was not the only one awake here. "Oh, you must be the new girl. Adrana, right? I'm Madison," she introduced distractedly. "And no, we don't usually sleep this late...we're supposed to be having breakfast and getting to class about now." She was beginning to get really worried. "Something is definitely wrong here..." She looked around the room at the other sleeping girls, and came to a quick decision. "C'mon, we should see if anyone else is awake," she said quickly, pulling on a sweatshirt and heading out the door.

As Adrana followed Madison, she tried to explain her situation to her.

"Well, I just got here late last night. I transferred from another school, but it wasn't half as big or advanced as this one. Anyways, one of the teachers led me straight to the common room last night and told me to ask some of the others students where to find my classes in the morning."

Just as they finished talking, Adrana thought she saw someone walking down the hall in front of them.

Morticia slowly wakes up and feels a bit hung over. Yes, she knows that feeling, although it had happened only once - shortly before she was leaving to Hogwarts at the end of the summer, when she'd been out with her older brother Nathan and his friend Drake.

She looks around in confusion. Ceridwyn is still sleeping, although she's usually up very early. The castle is so quiet. She sits up in bed and startles as she feels a weight pressing her down - it is Glueclaws lying on her covers, sleeping with one open eye out of which he stares at her as though trying to talk to her.

"Gluey?" Tish whispers and reaches out for him. For the first time it seems the cat is glad that she is around. "What is it with you?" The big ginger cat doesn't move as she softly touches it. Not even the whiskers stir.

She gets up cautiously as not to upset the cat, gets clothed and gently picks up Glueclaws before she goes to the common room. Nobody there yet. She thinks about checking the other bedrooms, but decides against it and goes down to the general 3rd year common room, hoping that somebody might be there.

The stillness is upsetting her. Vague remember of something she dreamed and can't remember...

Egreen Gedward arose and wondered why the light was so bright. Like the others he had attempted to wake a number of people in his House but they slept on.

Unlike the others he had a fair awareness at what had taken place though he had hoped that Morticia's vision and the other signs had been read wrong.  He dressed and picking up a large carryall bag by his bed proceeded to go down in the unnatural quietness to the Third Year Common Room.

He saw others gathering there, including Morticia. He looked for Achel, Marvo and others. They weren't there as yet.

He stepped over to Tish and gently placed his hand on her shoulder so as not to startle her too much.

"Tish. I'm so relived it worked. Are you OK?"

Morticia looked up and smiled at him. "Hi, Egreen. I'm fine, no problems – slept like a baby. Have you seen any of the others? Strange, even the teacher s seem to have overslept!"

"I've seen no one but us and I'm starting to feel quite concerned." The degree to which Egreen was 'concerned' was actually far greater but he didn't want to alarm the others just in case it was just a matter of folks electing to stay in bed with the start of the holidays.

Kat had been awake late at Marvo's bed. Nimue had tried to persuade her to go to her own bed, but she hadn't. She had fallen asleep where she was, resting her head on the side of Marvo's bed. She was still asleep for the moment.

Marvo stirs slightly and then turns over. An extremely load snore comes from him and he wakes with a start!

'CONSTANT Vig.... wha?... oh....<yarn>... hello Kat what... KAT! Your okay!.... Where's Nimue... oh… Look. Sorry. Looks, we didn't. That is... we don't...'

Marvo seems a little lost for words and looks around the room. His eye patch has been taken off and his right eye looked slightly bloodshot.

Kat woke with a start. "Marvo! You’re awake. Thank goodness. I was so worried about you. After that curse and all, but at least you've woken up again. Nimue's around here somewhere. She went off to bed in the early hours, after we'd talked ourselves out. She followed us on the rescue mission, bless her. She was told not to, but didn't listen. Anyway, we had a bit of a run in with the dementors, well; at least Snape had more of a run in. And after spending that time out in the forest Dumbledore sent her here too. But, anyway, I am soooo glad you're awake!" Kat finished her babble, not realising that Marvo didn't know that her reason for running off into the forest had been sorted out.

The commotion in the corner wakes Nimue. She glances over to Yvette's bed to see if she has slept through Marvo's noisy awakening.

Then seeing Marvo is awake and Kat beside him still she calls softly:

"Morning, young lovers." then realises this wasn't the most tactful remark to make in the circumstances and blushes.

"Hey Nimue! He's awake!" Kat calls across to her. Obviously excited, and not noticing that there is anything strange in the time or the silence.

"I can see hear he's awake" called Nimue back so pleased that her remark hadn't caused any offence.

"It seems pretty light out. I'm surprised Madame Pomfrey hasn't been around to take our temperatures or ply us with tea."

Marvo blushes at Nimue's remark. “It dose seem odd doesn’t it.” He looks around the room.

'Erm... Could you 'Ladies' give me a few minutes to get dressed? I'm Sure Madam P. will be here by then... I could murder a cup of tea!'

"Sure, though there isn't anything I haven't seen before." Replied Nimue with a wink at Kat.

She hoped that Kat remembered that Nimue had told her how their parents used to have them share a bath when they were toddlers. Her head felt somewhat giddy - this wasn't like her at all.

Marvo looks incredibly embarrassed, but says nothing.

"Oh! Of course. I ought to go and freshen up a bit anyway." Kat is still dressed in her costume from the night before. 

She ran off to get a wash and get changed.

However when she returned Madam Pomfrey still hadn't appeared. Kat wandered over to the door that led to Madame Pomfrey's private quarters and knocked on it. No answer. 'That's strange,' she thought. 

She opened the door and shouted in "Hello! Madame Pomfrey!" Still no answer.

Kat crept in and found Madame Pomphrey asleep in bed. She tried shaking her but no response. In fact there was nothing she could to make her wake up.

Kat returned to Nimue and Marvo, who was now dressed. "I think you might have to make your own tea as Madame Pomphrey will not wake up. She is still breathing, but I just can't wake her."

Marvo Yawns  'What? Can't wake her up? That's rather odd. But what about everyone else? Surly someone should have been about by now? It's over an hour past breakfast!'

He starts to look concerned. “I think we better go have a look around. I don't like this. I don't like this one little bit.” He makes his way to the door.

"Yes, there has to be someone else up. Let's go down to the common room." Kat follows Marvo to the door of the room.

Nimue looked over at Yvette's sleeping form. 

"She hasn't woken up either? Though I'm not sure if she still under the influence of the sleeping potion. But Madame Pomfrey wouldn't have had a potion would she."

Nimue started to gentle poke Yvette and call her name. "I don't like this either, I'll leave Yvette a note."

She grabs a quill and parchment from the nurses' desk and writes:

*Yvette, if you wake up - please come down to the Third year Common Room right away. Get dressed first. Nightie is exquisite but we don't want to give Andy a shock. Don't worry I have your book with me. If you don't wake up...*

She didn't know what to say but decided just to sign it at that point. She took hold of the book and looked at Marvo - "just in case..."

"The book! I think Morticia has still got mine. I leant it to her to read a bit. Oh I hope she has woken up or we'll have to send someone to find it! I should never have given it to someone else. Mind you if I hadn't then He would have got it." Kat shivers. 

"Oh, hang on a minute I got an idea." Kat held out her hand. "Accio 'Embracing the Truth'!" She waited. They all waited. Then the book came flying through the door and landed in Kat's hand.

"Phew! At least now I got it again. In case." She said smiling at Nimue.

"Ooh" said Nimue "'Embracing the Truth' - look here," she takes out Yvette's book from the cloth bag she had placed it in for safekeeping. It is bound in purple silk, the lettering on the cover shimmering and changing colour.

It's title 'Embracing the Illusion' was set in exactly the same style as Kat's book. "The book form a pair. The weird thing about this book is that after Yvette bought it in Hogsmeade, she had thought she'd accidentally burnt it up into just a pile of ashes. She was very upset but Marvo showed her that it was an illusion and the book become whole again. Didn't you Marvo?"

She continued to look with concern in Yvette's direction.

As they were walking to the Third Year Common Room Marvo seemed to be somewhat distracted. He was looking in any open doors and out of any windows they pass.

'Mm? Oh. Yes. Yes that's right. A rather ingenues double illusion spell had been cast on it.'

Soon they arrive at the Common room and enter.

Niki is sitting in the Slytherin common room, looking very forlorn. On the ground beside her is a large duffel bag. As she doesn't see anyone, she's been waiting for a while, hoping someone will come along and tell her what's going on. Open in her lap is a large book, but it doesn't look very interesting.

As she's sitting there Egreen pops his head into the common room, calling 'Peesey'. He sees Nikki sitting there.

"Oh hello." He's not at all sure if he's seen this student around before. While he is the Slytherin Third Year Prefect, his mind has been on other things for some time.

"I see you're awake..." he reaches for a name but it fails him. "Have you seen anyone else?"

Niki replies, "I haven't seen anyone! What's going on, or do you guys always sleep this late?" She stands up, dropping her book the duffel. You can see that it's a muggle book, relatively uninteresting.

"By the way," she adds, "I'm Nicola, but everyone calls me Niki."

Andy got out of his bed and looked over at Marvo, Kat, Nimue, and some other people that inhabited the large room. Hey! Why are Nimue and Kat in the room? Shouldn't they be in the girls' dorms? The funny thing was though, Andy didn't remember actually going to bed. Strange. He got up.

"Good morning, all," he said. "What time is it?"

*Andy, you haven't really woken up - pinch yourself *hard* this is a dream.” Said Nimue to him, “Nimue, Marvo, Kat and Yvette are in the infirmary. You are in boys’ dormitory...no co-ed dorms at Hogwarts :-). Lee, Madison's friend may be with you. Awake or asleep who knows

However, across the hall you'll find Madison Avalon and Adrana Kragin.*

Andy wakes up from the odd dream he had about Nimue, and gets dressed.  He begins to head down to the common room when he meets up with Kat, Marvo, and Nimue.

"Hey," said Andy. "I had the weirdest dream!" He pauses. "Why is it so...quiet?"

The Briar Rose Spell

Nimue, Kat and Marvo enter the Third Year Common Room and see the others.

Marvo glances around looking extremely concerned.

'So we've not the only ones. Well. This is most peculiar. I think something very.... strange... is going on here. Obviously this isn't natural. Some sort of Spell...'

He takes out his wand

'OSTENDO TENDERE CRESCO MAGICUS' <A rather complex spell>

Green mist slowly pours from Marvo's Wand and surrounds him, then dissipates

'Mmmm. Yes I see...'

He looks to the others. 'Looks like an extremely complex spell was cast over the School last night, or early this morning. I don't know what it was, but it was VERY powerful... I... I don't know how powerful, or when it may wear off. And I also don't know why you weren't effect. This is MOST perplexing'

"Well I know why we weren't effected" spoke up Nimue, "though I wish Achel was here to tell it as it was his idea."

She paused and looked at Egreen and the others. Egreen nodded his head at her - he too had been privy to the 'plot'.  "Well Achel had got this idea in his head after Morticia's dream and the other things that were happening that something very bad was going to happen after the Yule Ball.  He didn't know what it might be and so he prepared a sort of all- purpose antidote potion" she stopped, "I helped him a little."

"Anyway... basically he spiked our drinks and some of our food. He wasn't able to make that much and he didn't want to say anything about doing it because he didn't want to alarm any of us you know in case nothing happened or well, in case his antidote didn't work. He was going to put something in the Professors drinks, Snape however caught him and threw the rest away - though it was some sort of joke..." she trailed off.

"As for the spell that has been cast..." she took a deep breath,   "I think it might be an old European one - it's called 'The Briar Rose spell.' used on castles mainly and it… creates an enchanted sleep which last erm a hundred years.

You mean that everyone else in this school will sleep for 100 years? We'll all be really old by then. Maybe we should contact the MoM and get help. I mean what can we do? And more to the point why has this happened? Who is behind it?" Kat was shocked.

Andy's mouth dropped. "But I don't understand..." said Andy. "Why...Who...Wa..."

Once again Andy was speechless. 100 years is a very long time. How were they going to fix this one?

"Well if it is the spell... and I'm not sure it is - we won't be able to get out - there will be some sort of impenetrable barrier or something” said Nimue, “We certainly won't be able to get word out at all. I guess in a few days or a week someone will come to investigate but if this was set by that man who took you last night, I don't think there is going to be all that much time."

Nimue looked around for Marvo or Egreen to help her out here.

Marvo pats Kat on the head. <In a nice way :-)> 'I think that us getting older is not our main concern here. And I have a hunch the owls are sleeping too. I'm sure whoever is behind this would have made sure that, not only is their no way of getting a message out, but most likely no way of getting in either, for a short while anyway, depending on what they want to do.'

He looks over to Nimue. Wanting to add 'you should have told me' but realising that, given the timing they hadn't been talking. 

'I think the first thing we should do is find out who is awake, and then work out what to do next. I would surmise that time is of the essence here, whoever... or whatever... did this will probably expect everyone to be asleep, and may arrive at any moment to... well... do whatever it is they wanted to do. What could they want? Why Hogwarts... and why now?'

Madison recognised the boy walking down the hall.  "Lee!" she called out. Lee turned, stopping to let Madison and Adrana catch up. "Whew! You're okay...I was really worried that you'd be asleep, too."  

Madison quickly introduced Adrana to Lee, then got back to business. "What's going on here?" she asked.  

Lee shrugged.  "I don't know...but everyone is asleep, and they won't wake up.  I was about to go find you...C'mon, we should get to the common room and see if anyone else is awake."  

Madison nodded, and the three of them hurried to the Third Year Common Room.  "What is going on here?" she asked when she saw the others gathered in there.

Wandering down the halls, Niki comes to a door that seems to have some movement behind it, and she can hear voices.

"I think the first thing we should do is find out who is awake, and then work out what to do next. I would surmise that time is of the essence here, whoever... or whatever... did this will probably expect everyone to be asleep, and may arrive at any moment to... well... do whatever it is they wanted to do. What could they want? Why Hogwarts... and why now?"

Nervously, she knocks on the door. "Umm... Hello? I'm awake. What's going on?"

Pushing open the door, since she hears nothing from inside the room, Niki sticks her head in. "I couldn't help hearing," she adds, pushing her hair out of her face, "that you mentioned a 'Briar Rose' spell? I don't know much about this, but in the Sleeping Beauty story, you have to kiss someone."

Stepping inside and closing the door to the third year common room behind her. "If we know who the spell was cast on, could we try and kiss them?" she asks with a grin. "Of course, that would mean kissing what is probably a large number of people..."

Nimue looked over the new girl, she wasn't one of the 'Scooby gang' but then she wasn't sure who exactly had received Achel's potion.

"That's a good observation and you are right there is usually one person or thing which is sort of a 'key'. But before you guys get all excited about it - the 'logical' person to be the key is 'Kat' - after all she was in the hands of the man we assume is the caster and maybe that is what he had in mind. But... because of Achel's formula Kat's awake and the key has to be asleep. ... Therefore without knowing it by rescuing Kat rather than just waking up and finding she was sleeping somewhere and emmm I guess Marvo being 'Prince Charming', we may have sort of have well 'locked ourselves in'...."

Nimue looked at Kat with a weak smile and mouthed - 'sorry - it does make some sort of sense'....

Winifred slowly opened her eyes and just lay in her bed for a while. She enjoyed the peace and quiet for a few moments until something struck her. It was *too* quiet. She sat up straight and looked around the room. Morticia wasn't there, but everyone else was asleep. Looking at the clock she gasped. How did it get to be so late? She rushed over to Riala's bed and tried to wake her. She didn't even move. Something was wrong. She pulled on a robe over her pyjamas and quickly pulled a brush through her hair. As she made her way through the Slytherin common room, she shivered. The fire was out and no one was there. Continuing, she quickly made her way upstairs to the third year common room.

Winifred entered the common room in time to hear about the Briar Rose spell. This whole situation has left her quite perplexed. Who cast the spell and what did Morticia's dream have to do with it? She wanted to send an owl home, yet Astenus (her owl) would be asleep. She decided to sit down in a chair and try to clear her mind.

Marvo (predictably) blushes over the mention of kissing.  'Erm...okay...well...' 

He suddenly turns to the new girl 'Oh. Hi.' He looks at her carefully 'I...haven't seen you before. Let me introduce you. This is Nimue, Kat, Morticia, Egreen, Andy, Madison, Lee, and Adrana, who I also don't know. Oh and here's Winifred. And I'm Marvo...erm... Welcome to Hogwarts.'

He smiles hoping he has distracted everyone from Nimue's 'Prince Charming' remark.

"My name is Nicola Pheidippides," Niki explains. "I got here last night, because Papa and I just got here. He's the Greek ambassador to the British Ministry of Magic.

"Nice to meet you all," she adds, "you're the first people I've seen for a while."

Morticia gives an excited shriek. "Ah, so you're a Pheidippides!" To the surprise of all, she doesn't stumble over the long and weird name. "My dad has told me about your dad, he's the French ambassador. I think I even saw him once during a party, your father."

"Oh," Niki says. "You're a Lagrand... Which one?" she asks with a grin. "I hope Papa didn't say *too* much about me," she adds.

"What's this about a potion in the drinks?"

"Morticia. Morgaine, my twin, and my older brother Nathan are in Beauxbatons." She notices that some students grimace at the telling about Nathan. "Well... Nathan visited us here, and.... it was rather unpleasant. Never mind."

"Nice to meet you Niki." said Kat. "I think there are going to be a few people awake that you might not expect Marvo. I mean if Achel added his potion to drinks and food it is possible that he added it to the wrong drinks or that people picked up the wrong glasses. Either way I think maybe we need to make sure that there are no others awake. I can go and check Ravenclaw; we are still missing Sarah, Lunar, Kali and Teresa. Someone should check Gryffindor and Slytherin."

'Your very right Kat. Who knows who might be awake? But I don't think you should wander off on your own <'not again' He thinks>. I don't think any of us should be alone from now on... Just in case'

"OK. Who should I take with me? There are no other Ravenclaws here. How about you, Nimue?" asked Kat.

"Yes, I will. I think that pretty much all the Gryffindors are here. It's the Ravenclaws that seem a little thin on the ground. We seem to be missing Slytherins as well. Oh and Achel's not here either - he would have tried his own potion wouldn't he?” asked Nimue.

"Come on then." Kat led the way as she and Nimue headed for the Ravenclaw common room. They look in all the rooms, and all the dormitories. They found Kali in the boys’ 3rd Year dorm. They had wondered about whether they should have looked in the boys’ dorms, but decided that if none of them woke up then they wouldn't know. He didn't stir. 

"I guess Kali won't be joining us. He was obviously so nervous about Winifred that he avoided drinking anything!" said Kat.

In the 3rd year girls dorm they found Sarah, Teressa, and Lunar. They tried waking them....

Nimue found Sarah peacefully curled up in bed deeply asleep. "Looks like Sarah was too busy with her new beau for Achel to give her a drink. "

The returned to the common room having found no one else awake.

Yvette smiled and stretched, opening one eye. A curtain was open, allowing the sunlight to stream through. Her hair was in frizzy disarray and she managed to wrestle it into a loose ponytail. Rolling over, she flung off the sheets and stuck her feet into her slippers.

Her eyes focused on the illusion book, resting innocently on the bedside table. She gave a little shriek and flung it away, suddenly shivering. The book hurt her...but she was awake! It had let her stay awake!

The girl stared at it, daring it to misbehave. With a deep breath, she picked it up, trying to use her mind to shove back the tiny, invisible fingers pulling at her magic. Lucky for her, the sun was bright, and it wouldn't regain it's full power...yet.

She shrugged on her bathrobe and hugged the book to her, trying to keep it's harmful touch out of anyone's way. She peered into a nearby mirror and smiled at her freckled, sleepy face and curly, untamed hair. Now she could leave...

Stumbling down the hallway, she shivered again, and proceeded to the Third Year's common room.

However, a very bizarre feeling came over Yvette as she walked and a small voice in her head said: 'Pinch yourself.... you're still dreaming....'

When Yvette did this she found, she was still in bed with a note by her bedside:

*Yvette, if you wake up - please come down to the Third year Common Room right away. Get dressed first. Nightie is exquisite but we don't want to give Andy a shock. Don't worry I have your book with me. If you don't wake up...then see you later, I hope...love Nimue. *

Yvette giggled and pulled on a pair of sweatpants and a baggy sweatshirt. Looking down at herself, she grinned.

"If mother saw me now!" She could just imagine the look of horror. But, there were things to do...Nimue sounded urgent, almost. She stumbled down the stairs and peeped into the Common Room.

Niki looked at the newcomer. "Hi," she said. "My name's Niki. I guess I'm new here... I'm a little younger than you guys are, I guess. I'm twelve.

"Oh, merde!" she says suddenly. "My brother! I totally forgot! Can someone show me where the Slytherin boys would be sleeping?"

Yvette smiles sleepily. "Heyas, Niki! I'm Yvette Monclere."

Niki looks around. "Does anyone know where I'll find my brother? He got here last night, like me..."

"I'll show you to our common room." Morticia smiles at the others. "Won't take long. Come, Niki!"

She leads Niki to the Slytherins, tells her the password and shows her the boys’ bedrooms.

"What are you guys talking about?" asked Adrana, who was thoroughly confused at this point.

"What do you mean, what have we been talking about?"

"Well, I just got here, everyone is asleep and won't wake up, you guys are talking about some potion, and then someone just blurted out something about Sleeping Beauty! What's going on?"

Madison tried to explain as best as she could.  "It is confusing...from what I think they're saying, everybody is under a spell that would keep them asleep for a hundred years.  We're immune to it because Achel spiked our food and drink with an antidote..."  She looked to the others.  "Did I get it right?"

'Well, as far as we can tell, yes Maddie, that seems to be exactly what has happened. The question is, who and why'?

He paused.  'The 'who' is probably the same person who took Kat, and possibly had something to do with the murder of poor Joss.'

Marvo looks up and around. “Come to think of it. Has anyone seen Joss? Or any of the other ghosts?”

Egreen nodded in agreement on the who, "Don't get too concerned with the link with 'sleeping beauty' though the spell itself has been nicknamed 'Briar Rose' for last few hundred years because it crept into 'fairies' stories that way."

Egreen looked as though he were ready to expound how wizards of the classical world had utilised the spell abut then changed his mind, looked around the room and said:

"But Sleeping Beauty will do, I guess. Sounds nicer that what it is - a death-like sleep, which removes the site from not only the real world but also double enchants it. Hogwarts already looks like an old ruin to muggle eyes and now it will likely look like a ruin to the wizarding world as well.

Regarding 'why' - I think Joss' murder is linked. Would her ghost or the other ghosts be affected though?"

Morticia and Niki return from the Slytherin common room. Morticia has heard Egreen's last few words. "Joss? No, haven't seen her since... that incident at the Yule Ball, but neither have I seen any of the other ghosts. Does anyone of you know some passwords to the teachers' rooms? We should check on some of them, Dumbledore, Snape, McGonagall... some of them just HAVE to be awake, I mean, they're powerful witches and wizards, right?"

Marvo seems a little unsure as to what he should say. “I... Erm... I know them.” For some reason he looks a little embarrassed to have to admit this.

“Marvo, this is serious! Something bad is going to happen, and there aren't any teachers or other adults around! We MUST try and find someone. Hagrid, Filch, anyone!" exclaims Morticia.

"I dunno... That doesn't mean they're definitely awake. I mean, this is a pretty powerful spell, isn't it? I wouldn't be surprised if some of them are awake, though. Probably Dumbledore. Papa says he's the most powerful wizard ever." Said Niki.

'Yes Morticia, you are right. I'll go and check on Dumbledore. If anyone, apart from us, is still awake, it's sure to be him.'

With that Marvo turns and 'sweeps' out of the room.

There is a 'slight' hint that Marvo is torn between being very worried, on the point of being scared, and being excited at the 'adventure'.

Andy turns to Marvo quickly. He rushes after him. "I'll go with you just in case something happens."

After the others were out of hearing distance, he spoke, "Oh my gosh! I can’t believe this is happening. I don't want to sound childish, but I'm freaked out Marvo."

'Well Andy... I wish I could give you a good reason NOT to be 'Freaked out'... But I can't'.

Then Marvo pauses and Looks straight into Andy's eyes. “But I promise you. I'll do everything in my power to make sure no one is hurt and to try and sort this mess out”

Andy and Marvo arrive at the statue leading to Dumbledore's Office. 

Marvo give's Andy a 'Don't tell anyone' looks and whispers to the Statue 'Savoury Snails' and it swings to one side revealing a long staircase.

They make their way upstairs and Marvo tentatively knocks on the door. There is nothing but silence all around. 

Marvo knocks again... and again, until, after what he 'hopes' is long enough he tries the door.

It opens revealing a lavish Office... and Dumbledore's slumped at his desk! Marvo rushes in and over to the unconscious Headmaster. 'Thank the Source! He's only asleep!' 

Looking closer They both see Dumbledore's arm is stretched out on the desk, still holding a quill resting on a piece of parchment.

On the parchment is scrawled one word, the last letter of which is almost unreadable, with a line running down the page as if he fell asleep before his could lift the quill from it.

'FOREST…’ 

'Oh Sh...' Says Marvo. 

Andy looks at Marvo. "Forest..." said Andy. "The forbidden forest! What could it mean?"

Andy tried to wake Dumbledore up, but it was useless. "What do we do now?"

Marvo Ponders for a moment. He looks around the room, thinking to himself 'Imagine what interesting things there may be in here...' but he stops himself. Not only would it be wrong to take anything from here, but also there were far more important things to do.

“Come on Andy. Let’s go tell the other.” He sees Andy looks a little worried, and Marvo feels exactly the same. But he put on a brave face.

'Oh NO! The house elves are all asleep! Where and I going to get my Bacon!' 

He smiles at Andy hoping his attempt to lighten the mood may have helped a little as they leave the Headmasters Office and return to the Common Room.

The Four Books 

Back in the Common Room Yvette shrugs. "I just woke up!" She looks at Nimue hopefully. "Do you have my book?"

"Your Book? Yes, of course." Nimue handed over the book to its owner. "Keep it close."

"You didn't use it?" Yvette questions, her face hopeful and nervous. "Promise you didn't!" Her eyes flick to the window, and she mentally shoves the book's magic away from her.

"Of course I didn't Yvette", replied Nimue, "it's not mine to use. I mean if you hadn't woken up...." she was aware of some anxiety in the other girl:

"But you did wake up. Look, maybe you should tell me about the book. I think we've gone beyond keeping secrets from each other. We are going to need every drop of magic we can muster between us to even have a chance of getting out of this." she paused "do you know this book is one of a pair and that Kat has its twin?"

"There's ANOTHER one?" She gulped visibly, trying to keep the dismay on her face. "Is Kat affected?"

"No secrets." Yvette repeated softly, still looking worried. "Alright then. I got this book in a magic shop with Maddie...I thought I was getting it, but it turns out the book got me. When I cast a spell I noticed weird things started happening...I felt so tired...and when it got dark, it felt like fingers were grabbing my mind and pressing my magic, squeezing it then pulling it out...it hurts so much, Nimue. Like someone pulling me through a...how do you say it? A grinder!" Her eyes were getting watery, and she bit her lip. "I can make it stop, but only for a while. Every time I cast a spell I can feel it draining me...it's too powerful. It can kill people. It's got a bloody past, I saw so. It's users die...they die!" She started to cry softly. "I don't want to die! I didn't KNOW!"

"No, she isn't." replied Nimue, "I should explain. The other book is called 'Embracing the Truth', it belonged to Josslin." she waited a second to let these words sink in. 

"I'm not sure how she came by it but it was important enough for her to come back - as a ghost - and give Kat that riddle so she could locate it and I think that was about the time Tish had her vision." 

She was talking as if these events had taken place ages ago but of course all this had only taken place *yesterday*!

Nimue closed her eyes and pondered for a second. "OK, first is it when you cast a spell from the book that you have this happen or just any spell?"

Now she was getting as bad as Marvo re asking people 'questions', still it had to be asked.

"I don't know." Yvette whispered, shaking like a leaf. She'd lost a lot of weight, and her eyes were almost hollow. "I wish I did."

"OK, but it would seem a wise precaution for you not to not do any magical spells for a bit."

Nimue thought about the book some more. "As Kat's book used to belong to Joss and Joss was very keen for it to be handed on, I do wonder why all of a sudden two books turn up like this? Remind me to speak to Kat maybe she remembers where Joss obtained it."

After a moment, the door opened again, and a newcomer stepped through into the third year common room. He looked around imperiously, and said, "Where is my sister?"

Niki looked up. "I'm right here," she said quietly. "Morticia, everyone, this is my brother, Hadrian Pheidippides." Hadrian doesn't seem to care much for his sister's new acquaintances. "What's going on?" he demanded.

Niki took him aside and hurriedly explained as much as she knew. A few snatches of the conversation can be heard, and then the remark "You didn't tell anyone about... Her... Did you?"

Niki looks up quickly, and glances at Morticia. "Of course not, Hadrian. Do you have any bright ideas?"

"I don't know about the rest of you," Niki says, "but I am really scared at the moment. This is my first day here, and the castle is a little freaky anyway... I just saw a ghost, asleep! If there's something going on with the forest, who would we ask? Is there a groundskeeper or someone?"

Nimue was wondering about the teachers, especially Snape. No one else had seen Snape single-handedly hold off the Dementors attack in the forest allowing the transfigured Professor McGonagall, Kat/Scully & Mulder to reach the hut where Kat's body was being held. 

She had recently spent her evenings (mainly to avoid the dealing with the 'Marvo situation') assisting the Potions Master with the reorganisation and re-stocking of his supply cupboards. While she been granted some limited access to these, she knew she couldn't get past the more heavily warded cupboards. Still, she had done a lot of cataloguing so was pretty familiar with where things were so was well worth a look to see if something useful might be accessible. 

She turned to a couple of folk still in the Common Room. "Look, I'm going to check out Snape's office, if Achel comes could someone send him down?"

Madison looked at the others, then turned to Nimue. "Can I go with you?"

Nimue looked slightly hesitant for a second or two, mostly because she was aware of how protective the Professor was of his 'space', but then where was he to mind and maybe it would be wisest to not go alone:

"Sure" she replied. After she'd said it was actually quite glad of the company travelling down to the dungeon areas, which was deathly quiet in the morning and very, very cold.

"It's amazing how much you miss houseleves when they aren't around." she commented.

"Yeah...And I'm craving some breakfast." Madison shivered. "It's cold down here...." She paused. It felt weird going down to the dungeon areas when there wasn't a class. It was kinda...creepy. She thought for a moment. "Hey, do you think the ghosts are sleeping? If Joss was awake, maybe she could help us..." she trailed off. "Um...so what did you want to look for?"

"Joss took off last night - that big revelation and all, so not sure. She tends to come and go rather than haunt us like the others. But much of the time she's pretty incoherent trying to give clues about who was responsible for her death. There's something else at work though but I didn't have time to investigate it properly. I had a vision of Joss just after she was found dead and I think one of her ancestors has held her here in order you know to...."

Reaching Snape's door Nimue wondered exactly how 'locked' it would be. He'd recently given the attendant door guardians permission for her to pass because that was easier than having to disturb him every time she received a response back from MoM over the requisitions. She trusted that access was still in force.

"I don't quite know yet...there are some items that came in yesterday that might be useful if we're stuck here for a long time. Can you give me a sec?" she leant close to the door and had a 'word' with it. 

"Sorry, only I can go in else we'll have another problem on our hands", she was back outside the door in less than a minute so Madison didn't get too freaked in the corridor.

"That's fine then" she commented as she came out and re-closed the door. As they made their way back through the gloomy passages, she filled Madison in on her experience in the forest and how terrible she felt after encountering the Dementors even at a distance once she returned to safety.

"The new kid said he was in Slytherin last night so I know he got back safe from the forest, but you cannot imagine what they are like, the Dementors. He did have direct contact with them and I just wondered whether he might have stayed up wallowing...as an after effect; maybe not effected by the spell if he had absorbed Achel's antidote or even taken something himself. Then just not noticed that it was morning. But there was no sign of him though evidence of chocolate so he must have sorted things out. I did find this though on the desk..." she showed Maddie the partly drank potion bottle. "Some of the same reviving potion the Professor gave to Marvo last night, might come in handy."

She then went on to voice one of the great mysteries that the students at Hogwarts had encountered- where exactly did the staff sleep? OK, there was always the fun speculation that Snape had a coffin down here somewhere or that McGonagall had a secret life 'on the tiles' in cat form but at times like this...

This about brought them back to the Common Room….

A few minutes earlier Andy had entered the common room with Marvo. "Well, Dumbledore is asleep and we can't wake him up, but you'll never believe what we saw on his desk!" exclaimed Andy.

Andy got wide-eyed. This statement he just said made him wonder if the others thought him and Marvo were snooping. But THEY wouldn't do a think like THAT...

Marvo pulls the piece of parchment from his robes “Looks Like he was probably hoping to write more but...'”

His words trail off as he looks around the room “Where's Nimue?”

Niki looks very close to hysteria. "Who knows a lot about the forest?" she says, anxiously. "Do any of you?" She looks around, staring at all the people.

"She went down to see Prof. Snape, I think," Niki informs him. She notes that even the portrait of a witch- her plaque reads "Sylphonia the Sullen"- appears to be asleep.

Nimue and Madison re-enter the room. Yvette suddenly spoke up, "I wonder - could the books be used to stop the sleeping spell?"

"Why would anyone want to put the castle to sleep? It can't just be a joke, or something. If we knew the motive, we might be able to find the person." Niki looks around. "Do we know the motive?"

Nimue looked at Yvette with slightly shocked expression. What she had said was very obvious but how. Two matching books, *Truth - Illusion* it made some sense.  

"OK", she said, "you bought the book in Hogsmeade on the day we went there. I don't remember where Joss was then but Kat might because they were best friends then." Nimue looked as thought trying to sift though all this memory was on the verge of giving her a headache.

"You obviously felt the book should be kept to yourself these past few weeks even though it's been making you ill. Joss certainly wouldn't have done to the trouble she did of concealing the book in Ravenclaw if she didn't feel there was something important about it." she paused.

"Yvette, unless I am really losing it I'm certain that around the same time as you thought yours had been burnt up in Gryffindor, Joss was attacked and killed!"

Kat had listened to the conversation about the books and Joss and she had her own ideas.

"I think there might be more books. I have a vague recollection of the guy in the wood wanting to know about all 4 of them. So where are the other 2? Egreen, didn't you have a strange book you were studying? Was yours another 'Embracing' book? Something like Embracing the dark maybe? And as for why this is happening, I'm not quite sure. But those 4 books, whoever has them, I think are the key to what that stranger in the forest wants. I don't think he is going to take kindly to us being awake, thanks to Achel.

The main questions we need to answer now is: where is Achel; where are the other books; and what do we do now we know that no-one else is awake?"

"Could it be something like 'Touching the Darkness?'" Niki asks.

Marvo turns angrily to Niki “Touched by the Darkness! That book has NOTHING to do with this!”

Niki flushes and looks highly embarrassed.

"I have that book! I remember I got it at Hogsmeade the first day I came. And Marvo's..." Andy stopped. Should this be revealed? He would let that be Marvo's decision. He went on. "Marvo has...read it as well I think," he said.

"It's the Embracing that the first 2 books had in common, so it has to be Embracing the ... something." said Kat.

"So far we have Embracing the Illusion and Embracing the Truth"

Niki shakes her head. "I have absolutely no idea..." She thinks for a moment. I haven't seen either of the original books, actually, but I haven't run into anything like that. I tend to prefer Muggle literature to wizarding books, though, so I haven't looked in the library since I got here. Could one or both of the others be there? Hogwarts is supposed to have one of the biggest wizarding libraries in the world."

Egreen looked somewhat sullen at this question, a little reluctant to be so open perhaps?

"You are right, Kathryn. There are two others. My own is 'Embracing the Dark', it was my fathers before he disappeared and I inherited it. As for its twin, it is in my cousin Achel's possession and is 'Embracing the Light'. Skotos/Phanos - twin pillars of the magical arts. As for Achel as far as I am aware he hasn't come down from his House.

"Ummmm. Well I guess that makes Achel turning up even more important. I take it you don't know anyway to break into the Hufflepuff house do you?" asked Kat.

"Yes, it does. However, I am fairly confident that Achel would have had the foresight to take his own potion!" There was more than a touch of the Slytherin aloofness back in Egreen's manner.

"Then someone knew I had the book...and they didn't want me to? Or was it the book that helped cause Joss's death?" Yvette's face was slowly turning white. "Kat got the book AFTER Joss died?"

"Yes, Joss came back and gave her clues to find the book. I think you were busy. But no Morticia's vision of Joss' death doesn't suggest a book was involved in any way. Just good old fashioned dark art killing." Nimue replied.

News of an Escape and Philosophical Discussion

Just then Achel 'stumbles' into the Common Room.

He looks terrible. His robes are torn and ripped, scratches on his face and arms, and green goo smeared over his face, arms and robes. And some blood too.

He makes it to a chair and falls onto it. 'Th... They escaped! Can't...Can't find Sprout.... Surrounded.... So tired...'  With that he falls to the floor

"Achel! You're making no sense. Who escaped, and what was surrounded? I guess Sprout will be asleep like everyone else. Or did you give her the potion too." 

Kat turns to the others around her. "Does anyone know healing and reviving spells. He looks terrible. Marvo didn't you revive Yvette?"

Without a word Nimue rushed to Achel's side. She brought from her pocket the potion she had liberated from Snape's office and administered it to him.

"Will he be all right? What is that you've given him?" asked Kat.

After the potion had worked, Nimue responded to Kat: "It's some of the same stuff that Snape used Marvo earlier at the Ball when he was hit by the curse. It didn't revive Marvo but then I think he was too deeply in shock. I can't remember all that clearly at present, getting jumbled. Anyway, it was on his desk, the same bottle - I recognised it. So I grabbed it just in case needed. Sort of hoped it would last a little longer though.

As Nimue turned back to Achel it did appear the potion was working.

Niki stifles a scream. "Who is that? What's going on?"

Achel shudders and his eyes flick wide open. “What... Nimue! You’re here” He looks around. “You’re all here! It worked! Thank Goodness!” He stands and sits back on the chair.

'Where to begin... As you know I have been working with Professor Sprout in Greenhouse Six. Well I guess it's okay to tell now. You see the Centaurs in the Forbidden Forest have been getting weaker, some of them being effected by some sort of strange 'sleeping sickness'... They of course refused any assistance, but Hagrid pleaded with Dumbledore to do something. So Professor Sprout was able to get hold of some very rare and dangerous plants from the Amazon, That's where I come in, you see I was on a field trip there and was asked to help bring them back... I have a 'way' with plans.’

He pauses for a moment to get his breath. The potion was obviously working very well as he was talking very fast.

'The Plants 'Tri-Feddius Tirranus' are well... sort of sentient, and quite nasty. They can move around, by three large roots they pull from the ground, and have this, big stinger that they can whip out and hit you with. But the stingers have no poison in them now that’s what was needed for the Potion you see. The Poison, but they can still give a nasty scratch! The Poison sacs are the main part of the Potion that was needed. Well, there wasn't a lot of it in each plant, so we had to breed more, and Professor Sprout and I have been SO busy trying to keep them calm and extract the poison. I'm not 100% sure if they are all without poison come to think of it...'

Again he stops to breathe.

'Anyway, after Morticia's vision and all the other things that had been going on, well, I thought... well, what if it wasn't an illness after all... what if it was some sort of SPELL, or even a side effect of a spell... So I did some reading and sort of worked out a potion of my own… But I had no idea if it would be any good. Or when it would be needed, and I could only make a small amount. So I sneaked it into the food or drink of everyone I could, but I couldn't get to the teachers with it. And then Snape caught me and destroyed what I had left. I can't make anymore because well... Oh YES! Because THEY HAVE ESCAPED! Whatever has happened has really made the plants go wild! I've been up all night trying to calm them, but there is just too many! And they have broken out of the greenhouse and seem to be drawn to the school. I think it's the noise, or the magic they are after, they cannot see you see, they 'see by hearing'... I was just able to get away. And came here... I'm so glad it worked. Sorry I didn't tell you... Sorry to hear about you and Marvo Nimue...'

He finally stops taking and is breathing very heavily. The he takes a deep breath.

'Oh, and by the way. I didn't take any of the potions. I didn't have a chance, so if I fall asleep, well, I guess I won't be waking up... And I don't know how long it will last either. So I suggest you don't fall asleep either.'

He looks at everyone. His eyes wide. 'So, what do we do now?'

Nimue was so happy to see the potion had worked on Achel. She listened patiently while he explained to the others. Of course, she knew quite a bit of it already but some parts were new, especially the bit about the plants having escaped.

When he finished, she threw her arms around him and said: "Don't worry Achel, I'm sure we'll manage to find a way out of it...." She then realised she wasn't sure she was talking about the spell or the arranged marriage. She wondered if he realised that.

Anyway, she hugged him again, so glad that he was here at least for the time being.

"So," Niki says, "there are poisonous plants, although they have no poison at the moment, wandering around the grounds?" She raises her eyebrows. "And we still don't know who, or what, caused the sleeping spell, and why."

"It may be presumed that though we don't know the identity of the man in the woods, his allegiances are fairly clear as to why I would expect the destruction of Hogwarts might figure in there somewhere?"

Egreen paused. "As for the plants, they could still prove a problem poison or not. I think Achel did say they weren't sure if any still had poison. I for one am not going to assume they haven't and end up as plant food!"

Yvette thought for a moment about the books. "Let's make some assumptions. Dark could mean evil, and Light could mean good. Therefore the Truth would be good, and Illusion would be...evil. A balance, like fifty fifty?" A flurry of french followed this, ending with some words most french speakers would be astonished by.

Egreen coughed with this colourful language - he wasn't used to it: "I'm not comfortable with using those words. It seems more to do with balance between opposite forces that can sometimes slip out of balance."

Egreen seemed somewhat shocked to hear himself say this but then he had been spending a lot of time searching out classical texts in the library and the concept of light and dark forces in tension was pretty much standard fare.

"Like the yin and the yang?" Niki asks. "That's light and dark, masculine and feminine, sun and moon, and so on and so forth, but it's always in balance. Do you mean that something is throwing it out of balance one way or the other?"

She glances over at Yvette. "Vous utilisez des mots grossiers," she says sternly in French, then grins.

"Tres bien, Niki." Yvette says dryly. "Tu as percu." She blushes slightly. "Pardon moi...I didn't mean to. It's habit for when my Mom's not around. You know...breaking out of the mould."

Egreen nodded, this girl knew her stuff! "Indeed. Every now and then someone comes along who wants to control it all. Like Grindelwald, Voldemort and many others I'm sure." he ponders thinking that this girl didn't look like she needed a history lesson. 

"Things get bad. Other forces rise and bring things back to harmony. Republics fall, evil empires rise, then fall, then new republics which go wrong.... So the eternal questions remain, the choices we make in the scheme of things."

Surprisingly Marvo nods his head in agreement with Egreen. “Yes. As long as there is a Dumbledore, there will always be a Voldemort.”

Like Egreen, Marvo didn't seem to have any of the usual problems mentioning the name of 'you know who'

"Ok. So we are not sure why this guy is putting the school to sleep although it may be to undermine some force of good here. But we do know where he is. Soooo if we could think of a way to stop him we could go surprise him. After all we are the only ones here. Only to defeat him we'd need to know something about him." Kat paused for effect.

"Marvo, you always know things you shouldn't. Do you know anything about him that might help us form a plan?"

For a moment Marvo looks shock. “Me? Know things I shouldn't what...”

But he stops and turns away.  'There is a Dark Wizard in the Forest by the name of Quetzalcoatl. He was a big follower of Voldemort. He escaped capture because he was in South America.'

He paused. 'But the one who took Kat... That wasn't him. As for why... I don't know. But I bet it has something to do with the books. You said he asked you about them? Maybe he needs them, or... Maybe he doesn't want anyone ELSE to have them. One of the first rules is to make sure the enemy doesn't have the means to destroy you'

Marvo falls silent.

Morticia gives a small giggle. "Nice name! Wasn't Quezalcoat or whatever a God of the Mayas or Aztecs or so?"

Kat walked over to Marvo and kissed his cheek whispering "thank-you" as she did so.

She turned back to the others. "Ok," she said. "Let's look at the books then. Here is mine." She took out Embracing the truth and put it on the table. Then looked at Yvette, Egreen and Achel to see if they would produce the other 3.

Yvette chuckled, then her face became grim. She put 'Embracing the Illusion' next to the other book, shuddering as she let go.

Marvo (of course) blushes.

As Kat takes out her book he asks, “May I rea... have a look at it?”

Niki recoils slightly at the name of Voldemort, but doesn't comment.

Niki grins. "French profanity is much more fun in England than in Morocco. Most people speak French in Morocco," she explains.

"But," Niki points out, "as long as there is a Voldemort," she cringes a little at the name, "there will be a Dumbledore. One can't exist without the other, at least for long."

"Not true" piped up Nimue on this remark. "There are those such as Dumbledore who do hold the Light and those who hold the Dark not in opposition but compliment.

It is just that when someone such as Voldemort seeks to destroy the balance for their own advantage then extraordinary measures have to be taken."  Then she shut up.

Niki looks around the room suddenly. "Where is Hadrian?" In the confusion surrounding Achel's entrance, her brother seems to have disappeared. "Anyway," she continues, "I don't know what the man who took Kat did, but unless he injured her or something, couldn't we assume that he might be on our side, that is, against Quetzalcoatl?"

"I don't think we can assume that anyone is on our side. After all if he wanted our co-operation, I don't think kidnap and dementors in his team are the ways to get it." 

Kat turned to Marvo. "Yes you can look at it, but I think we need to look at all three together."

Niki stares at Kathryn. "Dementors? There are Dementors... here?" She glances out the window with obvious fear.

"I know there are at least two in that forest. They attached Snape, but he got away, and when I was hiding in Scully just before my body was rescued we saw them come into the clearing infront of the hut. It was them that distracted the stranger in the forest so that we could rescue me." Kat didn't know if this would make any sense to Niki, but she hoped it would.

Madison thought for a moment, trying to understand. "So, roughly put, without goodness, there is no evil...and without evil, there is no goodness...They must coexist in a certain balance. Am I close?"

Niki nods. "Exactly. After all, what do you have to compare evil against if there is no good, and vice versa? There has to be light to see the dark by."

Niki glances out the window again. "Forget what I said," she says with a tight smile. "Anyone with Dementors isn't to be trusted... No matter what." The observers are led to wonder why she is of this opinion.

"I've got my book in my bag. The one I got at Hogsmeade. Do you think it could help?" asks Andy. "I mean we need all the help we can get. Maybe we could find something useful. Let me get it out."

Marvo turns sharply on Andy. “NO ANDREW! That book is NOTHING to do with this!”

Niki stares at Marvo, wondering what this book is. After all, if he is so busy looking at the others' books, why does he have a book that he won't let anyone see?

"Again these books are not about 'good' or 'evil' they are about light/dark - truth/illusion." Said Egreen

Marvo takes the books from Kat with a smile. He turns his back and you hear the sound of him quickly flipping though the pages. He turns back and hands it back to Kat.

“Egreen? Can I see yours now? And yours Achel.”

Achel, his eyes still wide, looks over to Egreen who nods. 'Begrudgingly' Achel takes the book from inside his robe and hands it to Marvo.

Marvo takes the book from Achel (without smiling, and once more turns. After a moment Marvo turns back and hands Achel back the book, and looks to Egreen.

Although Egreen was rather caught up in a number of philosophical discussions about the nature of the elements in the books when Marvo asked the question Egreen took his book and handed it to Marvo.

"Here."

Niki watches, quietly, wondering why everyone is so willing to depend on Marvo for the solution to their problem.

Winifred lurked in the background of the action in the common room. She was scanning her memory for any information that may help in the events at hand. She recalled the shop in Knockturn Alley where Egreen had purchased his book, but wasn't sure if that could help in any way. She desperately wanted to help do something, but she felt entirely worthless... Trying not to make a sound, she slipped out of the common room.

"Are these books really going to help us with our immediate problem?" Niki asks, not challengingly, but questioningly. "There's a Dark wizard in the forest, as well as a mysterious cloaked stranger, and," she shudders involuntarily, "Dementors. Everyone is asleep... Even the owls, I would guess. My brother has disappeared." She sits down on a chair with a thump. "So, what do these books have to do with all this? I understand that they may be important... Relevant to Josslin Relumes?"

Marvo asks for a moment to consider. He sits at the table and closes his eyes. When he opens them again he looks confused.

The Founders’ Riddle

“Well... The books are VERY old. And, and written by the Founders of each House! It says something about 'when needed they will come' But I'm not sure what that means. There are some really powerful spells in here. Far to powerful for us”

He quickly glances at Yvette and Egreen at this point. “But I can't see anything to help...”

Marvo eyes suddenly widen “Oh NO! It's another riddle! I HATE Riddles!”

He takes out some parchment and a quill and begins to scribble.

After a few moment he shows you all the Parchment.

“This was written, one line per book, right at the end.... Anyone have any idea what it's about?”

<Would he enter north to help everyone to insert many entries in seven rivers? If going 

Half to call inside, reverse compass left. Enter alone none do pretend outside is nowhere. 

Towards ten others to have every fortune open. Entertain all not dithering. Come along 

Laughing long. Over use really not always made easy, sometimes. >

"Well," Niki says after a moment, "I don't know what seven rivers are, but Rome was built on seven hills, and there are the seven cities of Cibola in Mexico, which were rumoured to have lots of gold... Reverse compass left is east... Other than that, I'm stumped. This is not my forte."

"Join the club" replied Nimue. "We spent AGES yesterday trying to solve the riddle that Joss gave us."

"You've got to be kidding, Marvo. We're talking about real danger here, and as much as you think you're able to fight of the likes of young Tom Riddle with your hand tied on your back - you're not, Marvo. You're a gifted wizard, no doubt, but you're also an incredibly annoying bossy person at times. If you know so well how to handle things with Egreen and Yvette, fine then! You won't need the help of the sister of the boy who tried to hurt your precious Kat, right? Excuse me. I'm going for a walk to enjoy the peace!" Morticia headed for the door.

Marvo turns and shouts at Morticia as she heads for the door. “If by being 'bossy' you mean trying to sort things out rather than just walking off in a huff... the I guess I am bossy!” He instantly regrets his outburst.

“Morticia, Please! Come back. We... I need your help here. I'm not being bossy, really, and if I seem that way I'm sorry. Ask Kat and Elizabeth, They'll tell you I don't want to be 'in charge' or anything. I just want to do my.... To help in any way I can... Please, Come and help.”

Morticia looks at him coldly. "You don't seem to need my help - or anyone else's, as it is. I'll be in the Quidditch field if you need me. Everybody's welcome to join me!"

Marvo watches Morticia leave.

He mutters a word. No one hears what it is, but it seemed to start with 'B'.

"Don't you think that if you told her she wouldn't keep being like this. It's all very well me and Nimue knowing, but..." 

Kat stopped. "I'll go after her." There was no room for argument here. Kat walked out of the room and caught Morticia in the corridor.

"Morticia, wait. Please don't be cross now. Marvo needs us. All of us or we may all end up dead. I guess we may all end up dead anyway, but he needs our help. I know you don't understand why he always takes control, but please I think it is the only way we can get out of this. After all there are no teachers that can help us. We have to try."

"Well, I certainly didn't see me ending up dead, so I guess everything will turn out fine. And I seriously doubt Malcolm needs my help. You two seem to be working together very nicely, it pays off to hang around with a teacher's pet, I guess. See you, Kat. If you get bored, you're welcome to join me for some

Quidditch." Morticia said.

Kat didn't know quite what to say to that. It was obviously a push off remark. She was a little offended. She thought to herself 'working together very nicely indeed. Maybe if you stopped sticking your head in the clouds and happened to be nice to Marvo for a while he might tell you who he is. Or should I say what he is and why he is here. Maybe then you'd understand!' 

Outwardly she said "Well if you want to go putting yourself into danger and take that attitude then that is your choice, but don't expect us to save you!"

With that she stormed away to look at the riddle and see if she could work it out.

Niki darts out into the hall after Morticia. "Please..." she whispers, "I'm scared, and you're the only person who..." she gestures with her hands. "Who... knows. Please, stay here?"

She looks up at Morticia, pleadingly.

Morticia looks at Niki and sighs. "Well, guess we have to stick together against those Gryffindors in there." She glances through the door at Marvo. "Alright then. I'll stay." She smiles at Niki. "You know what? You're alright."

Niki grins. "Thanks."

"So..." Morticia strolls into the room again with Niki. "What do we do now, shall we try to help them with this stuff? I honestly don't know how I could help; I'm not good at riddles anyway. Fact is that everybody's asleep."

She looks at the others and asks loudly: "Marvo probably knows everything better already, but don't you think it'd be wise to check the library? Maybe we'll find some hint there."

Andy walked over to Kat. He hunched over the book so he could talk to Kat without someone seeing his lips move.

"Don't let her get to you," he whispered to Kat. "Just ignore her. And if she steps out of line again...well, we'll think of something."

Andy stood up straight again. He truly felt bad for Morticia. He knew he wouldn't want to have to go through those terrible 'premonitions', but he still thought she had no right to talk to Kat or Marvo like that.

Kat was relieved that Andy thought as she did that Morticia was over reacting. She smiled at him and whispered "thanks".

"Marvo?" Niki asks. "Do you have any ideas? Anyway," she adds, "what exactly is this riddle going to answer?"

Andy couldn't believe Marvo lashed out at him like that let alone called him 'Andrew'. He knew the reason for the outburst, but a little tug on the shoulder could have sent Andy the 'message'. After hearing Marvo read the oddly written riddle, Andy decided to jump in on the conversation.

"What are we going to do?" asked Andy. "I mean we're not going to go off on some wild goose chase?"

Andy started to break into a laugh, but no one joined him. Everyone was very serious.

"Tough crowd..." he added as he walked over to the book to examine the writing more carefully.

Marvo cannot help but smile at Andy's comment on 'Tough Crowd'. He looks to Andy and mouths 'sorry'

' I haven't a clue' says Marvo in response to Niki’s question. 'It seems like gibberish to me' He shrugs “As for what it will answer, I guess we will know that after we have cracked it. It looks something like a set of instructions. Like this going north bit, and going left. Maybe it's sort of instructions that need to be broken down by clues..." commented Kat

"Well, how about a counter-spell or a wakeup-spell then? If we can't solve the riddle, we'll have to find another way." Said Morticia.

"Maybe we should check the library," Niki responds. "I've never been there. Shouldn't we make sure everyone else knows we're going, though? I mean, just in case?" she asks, nervously.

"Let mw see that paper... Look! How about this? You take the first letter of each word...

<When the time is right circle and point to the foe and call our names>

"But the question is whose names? Is this a bit like the marauders map, or just the names of the people there? No! It has to be Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin! What do you think?" asked Kat

"I got it!" Niki yelled at the same time as Kat. "It means... Let's see... When... the time is right... circle and point to the foe and call our names..." She stares at them. "Does that sound right to you?" She grins at Morticia. "Now, all we need to do is figure out who the foe is."

Niki laughs. "That sounds right to me. I guess the guy who has the Dementors," her smile disappears, "is the foe, but when is the time right? Do we wait for him to come and get us?"

Yvette tilted her head. "But it says 'our' names. The...book's names?"

'Or whoever wrote the books maybe?' Marvo feels slightly embarrassed that he didn't work out the puzzle first.

"Marvo said that they were written by the four founders," Niki replied.

"Who were of course Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin..." prompted Kat.

Niki nodded, looking over to Morticia to see if she had heard what was going on.

"Right!" replied Andy to Kat's suggestion. "So that means...I have no idea."

"Do we all have the right ones, or are they mixed up?" Yvette smiled curiously, unconsciously wrinkling her freckled nose.

“Well let's see...” Marvo summarises.

Kat has 'Embracing the Truth' and Ravenclaw writes that. 

Yvette has 'Embracing the Illusion', by Gryffindor

Egreen has 'Embracing the Dark', by Slytherin

Achel has 'Embracing the Light' by Hufflepuff.

It does seem like one for each House, so I'd say that all of them.”

"And the four animals: the Gryffindor Lion, the Hufflepuff badger, is it? the Ravenclaw eagle; and of course the Slytherin serpent." Added Niki.

"I'm not English, only half of me, so I don't know... do English animals have names as well? I mean, like in mythologies. My grandpa told me that in Germany the fox is often called Reinike and the bear Master Petz.

Are there any such names for lions, badgers and the like in English?" asked Morticia.

Niki shrugs. "I don't know much about that stuff in England either, but in French, the animals are lion, blaireau, aigle, and serpent. In Greek, they're liontari, kounabi, aetos, and fidi... At least," she adds with a grin, "I think so! My French and Arabic are better than my Greek and English."

"Moi aussi." Yvette giggles. "My English is almost as good as my French."

"I know pretty good English mostly," Niki says, "but, much to my chagrin, I don't know any rude words in English. Papa most conveniently forgot to teach them to me."

"That's the good thing about having an English mother. It means you get tons of English cousins who teach you the really important things."

She grins at Yvette. "I just wonder why we aren't all in Beauxbatons, then..." 

Morticia suddenly becomes serious. "I hope this isn't a world-wide spell. I hope Nat and Ginny are allright over there in France...

Madison thought for a moment. "When the time is right? Maybe that's supposed to mean when we actually figure out who our foe is...?"

"That would require waiting for someone to come and try to kill us... or worse," Niki says with a shudder, "or actually going out and looking for trouble..."

Madison shrugged. "Either way, we're gonna have to face this thing. Better we find it before it finds us..."

"Not if it has Dementors..." Niki says with conviction.

Yvette looked thoughtful. "Live bait..." She grinned. "Too many movies, I guess. But it'd work!"

Niki shook her head vehemently. "Not me, at least," she said with a wry smile. "I'd faint at the sight of those Dementors... I'm not brave enough."

"It's not bravery, it's common sense." Yvette laughed. "We have to find someone without any!"

"Would you rather wait around here until they attack us?" Madison paused, and thought for a moment. "I'm scared of them too, but we might stand a better chance if we made the first move...Besides, I could be completely wrong. 'The right time' could mean something else..." She shrugged and smiled. "Open to ideas..."

Nimue smiled as well, "I guess that depends on the movie. But I agree the best thing to do is to find it. As far as we know he or they won't expect that we would have managed to stay awake. But if we stay here long enough someone's going to be coming to check on things. 

So I expect we have to follow the only clue we have from the Headmaster - go into the Forest"

"I have to say that we need to move before we get discovered. I agree with Nimue in that. And I don't want to wait here when we can surprise people... Anyway why don't we ask Morticia? You are keeping very quiet over there, but you have a lot of the clues as you remember it from your dream. Do you think we should go to the clearing in the forest?" asked Kat expectantly.

"We'd better make sure we take lots of chocolate then," quipped Nimue. Her own experiences in the Forbidden Forest reminded her that as terrifying as the Dementors were they had not prevailed and she tried to remember Dumbledore's words to her.

"Well", piped up Nimue, "I know everyone hates the History of Magic classes but...maybe we should consider the four Founders. Godfric Gryffindor, Helga Hufflepuff, Rowena Ravenclaw and, of course, Salazar Slytherin - like on the school crest."

The children were wearing their casual clothes being a holiday but they lived everyday with that crest.

'Have any of you been taught the 'Patronus' Spell yet? Marvo asks.

Marvo is starting to think and goes a little pale. Marvo sits down looking very pale now. “... Into.... The Forest....I.. I hadn't thought about it... I'm sure there must be another way... something to avoid.... We can't go into the Forest.”

His voice has lost all the confidence it had a moment ago, and he sounds more like a child than ever before.

Niki nods. "Papa had to teach it to me... Dementors really scare me, and we encounter them a lot going through customs and stuff... Particularly after we went to Azkaban-" she breaks off suddenly, aware that she has said too much. "Anyway, I'm not much good at it, but I can try."

Niki looks concerned. "Why? I mean, I'd be scared to death, but you really look..."

Marvo's eyes dart over to Niki He seems to be looking at her very closely and a 'trick of the light' seems to make his right eye 'seem' slightly red. Then his eyes widen and he says to himself 'mmmn... Pheidippides... of course! but that's for later...'

Niki glances at Marvo, then away, biting her lip.

As she talks, Yvette seems to be gaining confidence. "I learned it from my brother." She smiles slightly. "I don't think we're supposed to know it yet."

"Patronus? It's not that difficult, I think. Some other spells are... far more tricky." Said Morticia.

Yvette smiles nervously. "You concentrate on a really happy memory, and say 'Expecto Patronum!' You hold your wand out, and this sort of silvery stuff comes, then it takes shape."

"So..." said Andy. 

Andy hadn't been paying attention too much of the conversation in fear of the dementors and what they might do to not only him, but the others too. He figured his best way to look as if he was really paying attention was to repeat everything he heard in the form of a question.

"So we are going to go into the forbidden forest?" he asked. 

'Oh my goodness' was his first thought after those words poured from his mouth. That question certainly made him look like a dork. Andy didn't know what to do. He was overcome with fear, anger, and hate. He shut his mouth and sat down in the nearest chair.

"It doesn't seem like we have much of a choice..." Niki muses. "How do we know Dumbledore didn't start to write 'Forest is dangerous, don't go there,' or something?"

'Thanks Niki. I'm sure we all feel a lot better knowing that'

Marvo dose have a half smile saying this. He is well aware that is what might have been, but can't think of another suggestion. Marvo seems to come to a decision. “Okay... if everyone agrees then.... Then... we must go to the Forbidden Forest...”

He actually looks very frightened when he says this. 'I suggest those who know the Patronus spell try and teach the others. Just in case.'  Then he says to himself “I won't let them down.”

Niki bites her lip, and nods. "I guess, if we have to do it, we might as well go and do it now... God, I'm scared." She looks down the hall. "I have no idea how to get out of here. I'll just follow along, shall I?" She smiles nervously.

"Let me go and get my chocolate, then," Niki says. Glancing at Morticia, who hasn't said much recently she adds, "do you want to come with me?"

“Yes Niki, I'll come with you to get chocolate," replied Morticia.

Lee looked around at the others.  "Um...well, Madison and I know the Patronus Spell...we'd be happy to teach anyone else who doesn't know it..."  

“So that's it then?  If everyone's ready, I mean..." Madison trailed off, falling back into silence.

Kat was still concerned over the time they were taking. "Ok some of us know the patronus spell. Those who don't know can stick to someone that does. OK? Right. Let's go get this over with then! Come on everyone."

With that she picked up her wand and her book and tucked them in her robes and led the way out of the common room. She looked determined and resolute. She was scared but she wasn't going to let that show!

"Are you sure we should go into the forest?" Peesey said looking a little worried. "I've tried doing a patronus, Marvo, but of course you know all the magic spells!" Peesey said in a kind of horrible way trying to hide his emotions.

Josslin was exhilarated by all the dancing, and THAT dance, and the whole plots, and that fear for Kat for a while, and then her triumph, ...(all I don't know)...And now the smell of revenge. Oh but that sweet smell! She may not be a part of the hunting or any of it truthfully, but she was going to be there, she was going to see that they found her murderer, and escaped to tell the tale! "Ah but sweet turns to bitter" she thought miserably as she knew that she could not her self be the hands that took his life... but to dream. So she waits, and watches...and hopes.

Niki and Morticia reappear out of a corridor, and Niki carries several large bars of chocolate. She offers them to the assembled students, and they notice that she looks very frightened. "If we have to go, we have to go," she says quietly, but she is holding her wand very tightly; so tightly that her knuckles are turning white. She looks towards the others, not sure if she should follow Kat.

Marvo gratefully accepts the chocolate, not able to resist a quick nibble before putting it into his robe.

He turns to Peesey at his remark, “Yes I do Peesey... and don't you forget it... Squib!”

Marvo sighs. “Come on then, your right of course, we need to go to them before they come to us. Everyone stick together. I don't want anyone wandering off on their own or they'll have me to answer to!”

Marvo has always tried his best not to 'take charge' like this. His voice has an authority to it, as if he knows what he is doing, or has done something like this before.

Day of the Tri-Feddius Tirranus

The students make their way out of the common room and to the main door leading out of Hogwarts.

As soon as they step outside they sense something is wrong. The day is so silent, as if it was very early in the morning, not a single bird sings, only the rustling of the trees in the distance.

Then from behind a bush they see it.

It is about seven-foot tall with a single long stem ending in a large open 'funnel' with a bright yellow rim. From this funnel a long vine protrudes and swishes from side to side, a rather nasty looking barb at its end.

It stands on three large roots, still covered in earth and as you watch it moves, with surprising speed towards you... followed by three more!

Andy stood up straight and replied, "Yes, Sir!"

He walked to the door. He laughed hoping Marvo knew it was a joke. After he stepped out of Hogwarts and saw that plant/thing/whatever it was, he grabbed his wand. Not knowing what spell to cast he held it out pointing it at the plant, and said absolutely nothing.

Niki had been looking around at the forest with considerable interest. She had arrived quite late the previous night, and hadn't seen much of the grounds. When the plant comes into view, she gives a muted squeak of alarm, and when it notices the group, she jumps back a considerable distance, landing on someone's foot. With a hasty apology, she brandishes her wand and shouts "Impedimenta!"

One of the plants shuddered and stopped moving. It's 'stinger' flops to the floor.

Madison grinned.  "Good job, Niki! You know, we may actually get through this..."

Niki grins back. "There are more of these things, though. Shall we try again?" She looks quite unnerved by her success at the spell. "I've only read about that before," she says sheepishly, "I never had a chance to try it."

Morticia takes out her wand and looks at Niki. "Ready? Trois, deux, un - IMPEDIMENTIA!"

The spells leave the wands hit the plants, Morticia's glittering extremely bright (she's always thought that casting spells was the true magical thing compared to potions and other nasty stuff, so she's practised useful spells all her life).

Kat breathed a sigh of relief. She had frozen at the sight of the plants and hadn't been able to move. Maybe she wasn't up to this even if the others were. She looks at Marvo to see he is looking a little scared too.

"I wonder what will be next. Shall we move on? Maybe with wands at the ready." Kat looks at the others and draws her wand out from her robes.

One plant has ducked the spells and comes for Kat, its leaves making horrible noises. Morticia, who still has her wand out, raises it quickly, points it at the plant and shouts: "Tarantallegra!"

The plant starts to jump a bit and then jigs sideways and disappears somewhere behind some trees...

Kat jumps as Morticia shouts and turns to see the plant disappear. For a moment she felt her stomach drop again and then it was gone. "That was close. Thanks Morticia."

She waits for Marvo to lead on. 

A head pokes out from the bushes. Niki recognises the boy as her brother. "Hadrian! Why are you out here by yourself?" she demands.

"I thought I'd let you figure out that riddle yourself," he says with a grin, and Niki scowls at him. 

"Get back here with us! There are poisonous plants!"

Hadrian grins again, and holds up a handful of miscellaneous vegetation, which is barely recognisable as pieces of one of the plants. "I can manage, Niki."

"Hadrian... please." With a sigh, the boy complies, and joins the group, keeping a little to the back.

"We should get on, quickly" says Morticia with some concern as the stunned plants start moving a bit again. "They seem to recover."

She points her wand at the plant that was stunned by Niki with the first spell. "Rictusempra!"

No effect can be seen. "Hm, well, I guess you can't tickle plants, dammit! Uhmm.... what was it.... Orchideous?" A bunch of flowers appears at the top of Tish's wand. "Gosh, no, that was the wrong one..." Morticia brushes the flowers away and gets increasingly nervous about messing up so much (though, as you know her, she must have been pretty nervous before, otherwise she wouldn't make so many mistakes in a row.

"Locomoter Mortis!" The spell doesn't work. "Leg-locker, but of course plants don't have legs... Hah! See how you like this one! Reducio!" The plant shivers a bit and starts to shrink. Then, seemingly afraid of these fast growing humans, it stumbles away, still effected by the Impedimenta-spell.

"Quick, put spells on all the other plants as well so they'll keep out of the way till we're done."

First two, then four, then SIX more plants stumble around corners or from behind bushes.

Achel rushes to the front 'Quickly, make a run for the Forest! I'll hold them off as long as I can. Nimue, can you help me?'

He is still talking very fast as he stretches his arms wide and you see the plants slow... then stop.

Niki points her wand at one of the remaining ones. "Petrificus Totalus!" she yells, and one of the plants stops dead in it's tracks. When Achel appears and tells them to go on, she looks reluctant, but turns to one of the older students for instructions.

Into the Forbidden Forest

"Come on now!" Morticia beckons to the others and starts heading towards the Forest, the wand ready in her hand.

Niki follows Morticia and the rest as they go deeper into the forest, looking around at the trees nervously. She doesn't notice when her brother slips off again into the woods.

Peesey was bringing up the rear and so was quite safe from all the things that were lurking, as soon as Achel said to run to the forest he did, felling a bit cowardly at the moment. Once inside, he felt safer.

Kat looked ahead at the forest. It looked dark and foreboding. Marvo was looking hesitant, and his eye was starting to look a bit red again. 'Never mind' thought Kat. 'We better get on.'

"Ok, lets go see what else we can find then."

As they moved together towards the forest Kat started. Had she heard someone screaming? Or had it been her imagination. It must be her imagination... No there was a screaming sound again!

As they walked through the trees their surroundings were getting darker and darker, almost as if the sun had disappeared. Kat stopped suddenly and put up her hand for everyone to stop and be quiet. 

As they waited a girl ran through the trees screaming. She carved a path through the group as she ran, and then they saw behind her a ghoul floating as fast as she could run. It was laughing maniacally as if enjoying the chase.

Kat lifted her wand and shouted "Exorcicio!" A grey spark flew from her wand and hit the ghoul in the chest. Unfortunately though it didn't work as she had hoped. Rather than expelling the ghost, it merely got its attention. "Oh no!" Kat whispered, as it turned to give them it's full attention....

"Whhhhhhhoooooooo!" It screamed as it turned on them...

Niki points her wand at the ghost, and says, "Tromos!" Nothing happens, and she curses under her breath. She glances at the girl, but she doesn't recognise her. Of course, she's new, so she doesn't know very many people.

Kat watches as Niki tries. She is starting to shake with fear now. She tries a different spell and hopes...

"Rigitio Mortonem!" A purple spark comes out this time and hits it square in the chest.

The ghost pauses for a moment, then disappears. "Good job," Niki says, and grins at Kat. Then she turns to the girl the ghost was chasing. "Who are you?" she asks, interested.

"Thanks! Oh! I'm sorry, I didn't realise you didn't know. I'm Kathryn Black, Kat. I was the one that was kidnapped last night! And now this. I really will be glad when we've got rid of this guy, if we do..."

Marvo smile, happy to see people taking their own initiative. “Okay. Lets go.”

You walk to the edge of the efforts and onwards, it starts to get darks but there is a strange green glow around you, making you feel very uneasy.

After only walking a few minutes you hear a rustling to your side....

Madison, hearing the rustling, whipped around to face it. As if sensing her, the rustling stopped. It all seemed so familiar.... She looked around, noticing the green glow, and began to panic. She remembered...

"Not again..." She took a couple steps back, bumping into Lee.

"What's wrong? Are you okay?" He asked, worried. Madison tried to calm herself down. 

"I-I'm fine...Just a little nervous, that's all..." Just then, the rustling started again...startling them. "What is that?"

A centaur sticks his head out of the bushes. "What are you all doing here?" he asks crossly. The rustling starts again, and the centaur suddenly makes a horrible face, and there is an awful gurgling sound as the centaur keels over. It thumps to the ground, and starts to shrivel.

Niki watches it with intense distaste. "What *was* that?" she whispers. "What do you think, stunning spells?"

Madison stares, wide-eyed. "I...don't know," she answers quietly, still staring at the centaur. "Stunning spell? He looks more dead than stunned to me..."Moving forward cautiously, she peered into the bushes where the centaur was standing. "What is going on here?"

The sound can be heard again. "Get back!" Niki yells, pointing her wand at the bushes the sound seems to be coming from. "On three... One, two..."

"On three WHAT?" yells Morticia. "What spell? Against who? Easy, we must check first so that we don't go about killing of squirrels!"

"*I’m not going to see what killed that centaur," Niki says. "How 'bout, oh... running away really really fast?" She grins nervously.

Hygeia stood rooted to the forest ground, paralysed. For a moment there, she thought the Ghost was going to attack her, instead, it changed directions and headed straight for the group of students who had sent sparks to rescue her, instead it backfired. Hygeia mouthed "THANK YOU!" although she didn't know if they saw it for they were really frightened too much to do anything. She felt her pockets and took out her wand. Now regaining her composure, she stood up straight and raised her wand above her hand and tried to remember the right Charm and bellowed, "PETRIFICUS TOTALUS!" It was supposed to be a body bind spell, and she hadn't tried it on a Ghost before. But all she could do is Hope that it worked....

Hygeia's spell must have missed, or never reached its target, because Kat sent a large purple spark at the ghost, which made it disappear. Niki looked over to Hygeia. "Hi," she said, "who are you?"

Kat looked at the new girl in their midst. "That was a close escape. Lucky you ran into us! I'm Kat by the way. I'd keep your wand ready if I were you I think there is more trouble brewing." As she say's this, the trees rustle again in front of them. The centaur comes out of the tree and collapses. Then the rustling starts again.

"What is that?" she asked.

"I really don't want to know," Niki mutters. "I mean, look what it did to that centaur! Should we try stunning spells in the direction of that noise?"

Kat looked at Hygeia who still looked shaken from her ordeal and replied to Niki, "I agree with Moritica, we can't do anything until we know what it is. I mean it could be another student like us, or like this girl who that ghoul chased. We need to be sure before we shoot."

"If we stun someone we don't mean to, we can revive the person... It's not like killing them, after all." Niki gestures to the body of the centaur, which is now little more than skin and bones, all the moisture seemingly disappeared. "I'd be scared to go any farther with whatever did that still around."

Winifred ran quickly out of the castle followed closely by someone that the others didn't recognise. As she approached the group, she slowed down and tried to catch her breath. "Hey guys...been looking everywhere for you...this is Ayumi," she said pointing to the girl behind her. "She just moved here from Japan and came in on the train last night."

"Heyas, Ayumi!" Yvette grinned, naively cheerful, almost too cheerful. "I'm Yvette."

Hygeia smiled nervously. "Nice to meet the three of you." she glanced at Kate, Nikki & Morticia who all looked quite grim and concerned. She then gripped her wand tightly when she saw the Centaur," Do you have any ideas who did that to the poor animal?"

"Nope...Actually, this just adds to our list of problems," Madison answered.  "Hi, I'm Madison...” Lee smiled and introduced himself. "Our list just keeps getting longer," he sighed.  "So what are we planning to do?"

Soon after Winifred and Ayumi reached the group another figure was seen running towards them, from the same direction the 2 girls have come, as if following them. The group soon saw it was another girl. As she approached them she stopped to catch her breath. Seeing everyone's wandering looks she started to explain herself. 

"Hi, I'm Vera. I saw you guys" she said looking at Winifred and Ayumi "at the castle but I couldn't call you. This place is spooky! So, I'm sorry for following you like this..." she finished with a smile

"Can we continue with the apologies later?" Morticia interrupts rudely. "Excuse me, but there's something running around here that kills off people, so please safe your niceties for later. Where's Marvo the Magnificent, anyway? We've got a task to fulfil, so stop the chattering and let's get on with it!"

Kat glared at Morticia. She could see that once this situation was over they would definitely go back to not getting on. She looked at the latest additions to the group.

"Hi Wini, I wondered where you had got to. You weren't moping about Kali being so quiet at the ball were you? Just because he didn't wake up... Well, never mind. Good to see you made it." She turned to the latest additions. "Hi! Don't mind Morticia she's her temper is a little frayed right now. Mean while I'm Kat and the others are...Morticia, Niki, Marvo, Nimue, Yvette, Madison, Lee, Egreen, Achel, Andy, Peesemould, Nimue..." Kat pointed at the different people as she said their names. Most of them nodded or said hi, except for Morticia who had a look that said she couldn't believe we were stood in the middle of a forest with who knows what ahead and we're doing introductions.

"Right. Now we better get on and see if we can find out what is causing this spell and stop it. Niki, what is the word for that stunning spell?" Kat turned back in the direction of the rustling bushes holding her wand in front of her. She had a determined look on her face as she crept forward.

"Umm... Stunning spell, stunning spell... Stupefy, stupefy is the stunning spell." Murmured Niki.

Hygeia slightly looked frazzled as she tried to remember the names of all these students. Then she heard them talking about a Stunning Spell. "Well go ahead and do it, but don't let me do it... I'm a bit clumsy and I mess up the spells." she cried with a smile, but then looked at her feet when no one seemed to be in a smiling mood.

A voice from the trees above spoke up quite calmly.

"Good morning. I came in on the train last night and I was wondering what, exactly, might be going on?"

A pair of aqua-coloured eyes peered out of the leaves. "My name's Ember. It goes with my hair."

She dropped lightly down; indeed, her hair was a rich auburn, straight as a razor's edge down to her hips.

"Like my father always said: when in doubt, climb the nearest tree and take scope of the situation before jumping in with both feet."

The rustling is heard again, slightly to Kat's left. Niki keeps her wand pointed at the source of the noise.

Niki makes a face and gestures to the body of the centaur. "This centaur was alive a minute ago, and now it looks like it's been dead for months. Whatever did it is in those bushes. Can you be quiet for a moment so that we can find it and stun it?" she snaps.

"Oh! Hello!" said Kat looking at little surprised as another girl dropped from the trees. 

Then she grins. "I guess you father was very wise. Do I need to go through the names again? Or did you catch them all from your view point."

As the girl had landed Kat noticed that she appeared from the tree that had been rustling earlier. "I guess it was you that was scaring us there with that rustling. Could you see anything else from the tree that might be of use?"

Andy, being the blonde, tough, macho man that he is, walked up to the four new girls and introduced himself.

"Hi," he said. "I'm Andy Warden. I'm in the Gryffindor House. What are your names again? Um...let me think. Vera, Hygeia, Ember, and Ayumi? You're in for an... exciting year."

He looked over at the dead centaur and then back at the girls. He laughed a little then said, "Welcome to Hogwarts."

Peesey turned when he heard his name being read like a role-call. "Konichi wa, Ayumi. Ges denki ges ka? Hello Ember, Hygeia and Vera. I'm Peesemould, but you can call me Peesey, if you do so wish! Do get your wands out, it could be dangerous!" He pauses "But of course with Marvo as our leader I'm sure it'll all be fine!" He said sarcastically. "I think we better keep away from that bush! Although, everybody better keep their wands on it, it may be powerful, so we all better perform the spell at once, huh?"

Madison glanced at the dead centaur, then turned back to the group. "Look, I'm not trying to be rude or a party pooper...but we've got a dead centaur and some Voldemort supporter, what's his face from South America, with a bunch of Dementors...and everybody at school is asleep. We've got to get moving here..."

Lee nodded. "She's right...we can all get to know each other when we get through this."

"If we do," Madison mumbled.

Hygeia laughed at this, yet as she saw the serious stares from them, she knew this WAS true and real. She was a muggle-born and thought that her stay in Hogwarts would be fun, but she didn't knew it would turn out like this.

Niki shudders. "Don't say that," she warns. "Should we try and stun whatever's making the rustling? If we do, Kat, you might want to get out of the way..."

"Me? Why should *I* get out of the way?" asked Kat. But none the less she did shuffle a little out of the way. 

"Ok, then..." She raises her wand and points it at the bush. "Stupifico!" The blue spark hits the bush and it stops rustling. "There! Now can we get on with finding that clearing in the forest? This way..." She starts in the direction that they had been heading. Looking just a little smug.

Niki follows Kat, and says, "I meant if we were going to be sending that spell at the bush, not you. It wouldn't be good to hit you instead," she adds with a small grin.

Yvette's hands were jittery, and she had to force herself to keep a stern grip on her wand. "I'm ready in case a Dementor comes." She remarks faintly, trying to keep a happy memory near the front of her mind. "Not that one will, of course."

Ayumi looked surprised to have been greeted so readily as the new student, and she blushed. "Ah, e-heh, Good Afternoon!" Ayumi bowed low, as was the Japanese tradition. "I'm Ayumi Yuki, and I was most pleased to hear that I was to be transferred to Hogwarts! My parents are ambassadors to the Ministry of Magic from the Japanese Islands, and that caused us to suddenly move to Great Britain. I hope you'll excuse my intrusion in the middle of the school year."

As she spoke, a red fox appeared out of nowhere and sat at Ayumi's heels. "Oh, I'm so sorry, I forgot to also introduce Shinjiku-chan." She motioned to the animal. "He's my companion, if you will. Shinjiku is a native Japanese Fox; so he is somewhat more spectacular than your average fox...Although, it looks to me as if introductions could be saved for later?" Ayumi let out a nervous giggle and quietly stood, surveying the forest around here, taking all the people and the dead centaur...."So, Winifred here has informed me that almost everyone back at the school has fallen asleep? How unfortunate...Well, I'm sure I will do everything within my power to aid my fellow classmates in any way possible!" Ayumi smiled sweetly.

At that moment, the fox, Shinjiku leapt into the air and performed a somersault. He landed back down on the ground, but instead of a sleek red fox, a young brown-haired Asian boy stood there, dressed in a snazzy uniform and cloaked with a deep blue cape. He bowed low, and smiled saucily. "I too shall aide in any way possible to your current dilemma!"

Ayumi patted Shinjiku on the back. "There he goes again, full of surprises!" She laughed, and continued, "I'm sure you'll all be able to see the limits of his amazing abilities in due time." She then turned to the boy. 

"There's no need to go around being a show-off! We've only been here for a few minuets, and already he's being rude!" Ayumi turned back to the stunned crowd, and bowed low, "E-heh.... please excuse him..."

Winifred blushed a bit when Kat inquired about Kali. It wasn't that obvious, was it? She started to get lost in her thoughts, but was brought back to earth when Kat shot a blue spark at the rustling bush.

A bit alarmed, she dug into her pocket for her wand. However, something made her freeze. Her necklace was glowing again. She stood and looked at it for awhile trying to make some connection, but even with all the research she had done she still couldn't figure it out...

Noticing that everyone else seemed to be moving ahead, however, she pushed all irrelevant thoughts out of her head, pulled out her wand, and followed the others.

Madison smiled and couldn't help herself.  "Oh, don't worry about it...I've been dealing with a show off for quite some time now..."

"What?" Lee exclaimed.  He grinned as Madison quickly disguised her laughter with a hacking cough. "Anyway," he continued, with one last glance at Madison, "We've got to move on...what's the plan?"

Vera mumbled a hello to everyone that greeted her and tried to stay close to the new ones. She hadn't realised the importance of the situation before but now it seemed greater than she thought. She silently took her wand out and kept it close to herself, ready to use it if needed. She followed the group closely wondering where they were going and what exactly were they looking for. Looking back to see who was left behind, she saw Winifred and noticed that her necklace was glowing. *I wonder what this means* she thought but decided to stay quite.

After performing the spell Kat looked in the bushes. She was surprised by what she found. She turned to the others behind her and said...

"You're not going to believe this, but there is nothing in those bushes. Whatever we stunned has disappeared into thin air! It must have been a spell of some sort. Creepy!"

"Let's continue with our search, then", says Morticia who hasn't taken part in the introductions, but has instead wandered about a bit, her wand raised. She points at the spot where the path splits up. "What do we do? Shall we split into two groups and search both ways, or shall we check one first and the other later?"

"I'd be happier going in one big group," Niki confides quietly, looking a trifle nervous.

"We take the right hand way. I have been here before and right is the way to the clearing. I don't think we should split up until we are closer to the hut in the clearing, and then only to surround our enemy - remember the riddle from the books." Replied Kat.

She started towards the right hand path. Everyone was so busy concentrating on spells and watching for rustling bushes that they didn't see Marvo, Nimue and Achel still chattering and not following them.

Ember blinked. "There's no need to be rude--*I* didn't kill anyone," she said, an edge of frost in her voice. "I'm sorry for the centaur, but I was climbing up the tree, remember, and I wasn't looking down at the time, sorry. If whatever killed the poor creature's in that bush maybe the best thing would be to go for help..."

"Evidently someone deals with times of crisis by taking charge of the situation," Ember commented, half to herself. "But, whatever works."

"Or the perpetrator Apparated before your spell reached them." Ember walked slowly up to the bush, tapping the tip of her own wand thoughtfully against her pursed lips. "Well, Sangria should be back in a moment--I sent her up to scout the area for any approaching danger--and maybe she'll have some news to convey."

"You CAN'T apparate or disapparate on Hogwarts ground!" Morticia sneers. "Everybody knows that, and the Forest is on the grounds!"

Morticia sighs, but then follows Kat. "I think you're right," she whispers to her, "we shouldn't split up for anything in the world. Sorry for being such a nuisance. I'm really scared. YOU didn't have this creepy dream, so maybe you don't understand..."

Kat smiled at Morticia. "No I don't know what it is like. Although I have been to the clearing before twice now so I can have some idea of how bad it must have seemed. I'm scared too, but we have to try to break this spell." She whispered back

Niki groans. "You can't apparate on Hogwarts grounds!" she says.

"Yes, a good idea Kat" Said Peesey nervously "Better not split up just yet"

"I've certainly read "Hogwarts: A History", which mentions that the castle itself is protected against Apparation," Ember corrected gently. "However, now isn't the time to get entangled in a discussion about what might or might not be effective. The strongest enchantments can be overcome, you know, by a sufficient effort of will. But that's neither here nor there."

"I," Niki says, irritated, "have also read 'Hogwarts, a History,' and the spell against apparation extends onto the grounds as well. It would be very difficult for even a number of wizards, let alone two or three, to overcome the spells, and very few people even know what spell it is. Still, this is unimportant. We need to figure out what is going on." She mutters to Morticia, "Want to guess what house *she’ll be in?"

Morticia smirks. "Not even a very 'successful' Slytherin could apparate on Hogwarts grounds, you know who I mean... Anyway." She leans over to Niki and whispers: "Hufflepuff-duffer, I guess. Or rather, I hope. As long as she's not with us!"

Ayumi meekly pipes up. "A-heh...perhaps being so new, there were some details I missed.... But you don't suppose that the rustling we heard earlier was simply a woodland creature? It is extremely probable that it ran into a hole or something right before you checked the bush." She blushed, trying to appear as polite as possible. "I mean, since it couldn't have Apparated, and couldn't have been too big...."

"Eh...well, all I'm saying is that perhaps the current situation is causing us to imagine things. Let's not jump to conclusions, eh?" Ayumi continued. "I say we focus at the moment on finding that clearing." She smiled, sounding cheerful.

The bickering about apparition and splitting up began to irk Winifred. From the back of the crowd, she meekly said, "Don't you think we ought to be moving along? We don't know what this guy has planned and we should try to intervene as quickly as possible. Kat should lead the way as she's been here before, and the rest of us should keep our wands ready in case some more of those plants or some dementors attack."

Vera nodded and walked next to Winifred. "Yeah, I agree with that there's not point standing here talking about it we're losing time. I know it's not exactly my place to say anything since I'm new and all but I've been seeing what's been happening in the school since the beginning of the year and I understand this is more serious than we think. So please let's get going?" she said surprising even herself. Usually she was a very timid 1st year that wouldn't even look at older student let alone talk to them like that.

Marvo, who has been contemplating the situation, suddenly pulls down the front of his robe, as if coming to a decision.

'Right. Let’s get on. I feel as sorry as you do all for this poor creature, but moping around here won't help. Let’s find out what, or who is responsible for this, and make them stop!'

Spiders and other Nightmares

Marvo strides forward, wand in hand. After a few steps he turns, but dose not stop walking. “Come on, And keep your eyes open”

As he turns to face forward he almost walks straight into a Giant Spider! This isn't just a Giant Spider this is a BIG Giant Spider!

Marvo stops. Drops his wand.... And screams! A scream of PURE TERROR!

He scrambles backward still screaming and falls to the ground. He then curls into a small ball, scream 'no no no no' terror still in his voice. Then, from behind you hear a scuttling noise... And TWO MORE Spiders appear!

"Ah, there we have Marvo panicking as I dreamed it", Morticia mutters to herself and raises her wand. “Hey, you there, spiders! Don't move if you like to keep your legs untangled!" She grins at the others. "Nathan and I used to have a pet tarantula when we were kids," she explains and turns toward the spider in front of them while she gestures to the others to watch the two at their backs. "Uhm... we want to find out what's hiding in here, can you help us? I mean, you can speak, I suppose, can't you?"

Kat looks at Morticia and ignores what she says. She may have been frightened of the plants, but if Marvo was afraid SHE was going to protect him! She strode forward, oozing confidence at everyone, to stand protectively by Marvo. Inside she was desperately trying to remember a spell that would help but she wasn't going to let that show. She watched as Morticia tried to talk to the Spider. What was that spell she had been reading the other day? Ok these were just the regular spiders that had been in the forest for years, but a spell or potion had changed them. If only she could remember it...

The Spiders, if they did understand Morticia, didn't react, although one of them did step backwards slightly.

They seem a little unsteady on their feet, as if drunk, but still look very big and very frightening (unless you like spiders, in which case they are just big)

Achel, still holding Nimue's hand points his wand the lead spider. Amused as he was by Marvo's 'weakness' he still didn't like the idea of any of those things getting closer to him.

'STUPIFY' A Shot of blue comes from his wand and hits the bigger spider... But it only shudders slightly and starts to move forward 

'Oh dear' He says.

"Oh, great, I try to make friends with them and you attack them, now that really helps, thanks a lot, stupid!" Morticia shrieks as the spider opposes her and stumbles backwards. "Tarantallegra!" she shouts and points her wand at the spider, hoping that the spell will stop it. "Now, please, just leave us alone, we didn't mean to hurt you!"

Kat saw the Achel try the stunning spell. She had a better idea, how about trying to reverse the magic on the spiders. Still hovering protectively around Marvo she raises her wand to the first spider they had seen.

"Aranea Exemplum Adfectium Reverti" 

Kat waits to see if it will work. She whispers to Marvo "Ok these spiders aren't wonderfully friendly at the best of times, but at least if this works they won't be drugged. If that doesn't work I've got a few others up my sleeve." She doesn't expect him to reply, but at least he knows she's trying.

Weeds and plants of all kinds seem to spring up for the ground and tangle around the spiders’ legs.

The spider struggles to get free, falling as it tries to move forward. But the plants do start to rip, and slowly, very slowly, the spider is breaking free.

One of the other two Spiders starts to move towards Morticia

"They're huge," Niki exclaims. "Unless Morticia can talk to them, and they don't look very friendly, we should try to stop them at the same time." She looks at Morticia. "What do you think?"

Kat replies by saying, "I think that is exactly what we are trying to do. I don't think we should harm them, as they are normally ok. They have been influenced by magic."

The spider has stopped staggering after Kat sent her spell, but she still couldn't tell whether it had worked completely. She thought she'd try it on the others anyway. She turns round, and aiming around the group (you didn't think she'd move anywhere with Marvo in this state did you?) she points at the other two...

"Aranea Exemplum Adfectium Reverti"

They also stop moving towards the group, but they are still not looking best pleased. The Spider, still forcing its way out from the tangled plants shudders once more as Kat's spell hit it. For a moment it goes very quiet.

THEN the spider ROARS (in a very spider like way) Breaks free of its bonds and rushes towards Kat....

But it scuttles straight past her, and into the trees out of view.

Morticia sighs. "Alright, Kat, scare the others away, too, and then let's go on."

Kat is quite surprised by the outcome, but performs the same spell on all the spiders present.

"There is no need to be so disappointed you know," Kat said to Morticia. "I do occasionally get a spell right."

Kat watches as the spiders disappear, making sure they have all gone. She then turns her attention to Marvo who is still cowering. 

She bends down and talks gently to him, "Marvo, it is ok. They have gone." Marvo remains on the ground, now whimpering and sobbing.

Niki looks on sympathetically, all to familiar with fear... "I know chocolate helps with Dementors," she says, "how 'bout with other scary things too?" She notices that Marvo still has the chocolate she gave him in the common room.

"Good idea, but I think we need to get his attention first." Replied Kat. She had to get his attention, but how. She could think of one thing but that would be too harsh. She didn't know what to do. She needed some ideas. She looked for Nimue as she would know Marvo as well as she did, but she was out of sight. She looked at the others for help, but thinking of nothing else she tried to comfort him.

She sat next to him, drew him closer and cuddled him letting him sob. "Shhh. It's ok. They have gone. You are safe now. Marvo, I'm here it's ok. Shhhh. Come on let it go. We need you."

Even Morticia doesn't try to mock Marvo. "Are you alright?" She even looks a bit worried. "I didn't know you had such a - thing with spiders. They're fascinating creatures, you know? I mean, most of them. If they don't want to eat you."

She rummages in her pockets and produces an apple. "Here, eat it, it's always good to taste something fresh when you feel bad."

"C'est étrange," Niki mutters. "Est-il ça va?"

Madison sent Niki a confused look, then turned her attention back to Marvo. "He'll be okay...right?" she asked, worried.

"Je ne sais pas." Morticia shrugs. "We'll see. I hope so, we shouldn't stay at one spot for too long, I think..."

Vera is trying to stay close to the group, her face really pale from the scene with the spiders. She doesn't look a lot better than Marvo but tries to remain as calm as possible. "Yeah I think he'll be fine,” she says softly "Should we leave this place? You know in case they come back?"

"Yes, he will be ok, won't you!" It was a statement from Kat that had a little force behind it and possibly a little hope. "And yes we do need to move on. We need to break this spell so that the teachers can clear it up and we can get out of danger. Marvo, please calm down, we need you to lead us, we can't do it on our own."

Marvo looks up at Kat, His left eye wet with tears, his right eye a deep red. But when he hears Mortica say the word 'spider' he whimpers and when Vera mentions they might come back he curls up in a ball again and starts to shake!

Nimue looks very concerned and rushes over to his side. She strokes his hard and says 'Don't worry Malcolm, They won't come back, I'll keep them lost'

But Marvo continues to shake. Very scared little boy.

"Marvo, come on, please! We need to get on!" Morticia kneels down next to him. "Please, Marvo, you know we need you to find out what's going on here. Please. Think about something nice... It's dangerous for all of us to stay here." She looks at him and obviously doesn't know what to do to comfort him.

"They won't come back," Niki promises, though she's not sure if it's true. At least, she tells herself, Kat can scare them away if they do. "Please, it'll be okay."

Kat looks surprised at Morticia, but let's it pass, for now. Then she gives everyone a look that says 'DON'T MENTION THEM AGAIN!'

"Marvo, Nimue will keep us safe. You know that. Now please. I remember you once telling me how much everyone meant to you. How you couldn't bear to loose everyone close to you again, even Morticia. If you meant that then you need to help us now. You cannot protect us or save us like this, no matter what your training." She says this softly, whilst cuddling him and stroking him hair, although the words that she is saying is not far short of slapping him in the face. Although very few people gathered would understand what she was really referring to.

"Please. *I* need you."

"Try giving him this." Ember knelt beside Kat, but not too close to Marvo since she was a stranger, and pressed a tiny peppermint broomstick into Kat's hand. "Chocolate's more for the energy drain that Dementors cause, I think."

She stood up and looked around, a slight scowl of concentration on her face. "Everyone stay put. I'll have a quick look around to make sure there aren't any more unpleasant surprises waiting to sneak up on us in the immediate area." She cast a wry grin at Morticia and Niki. "I reckon at the moment I'm the least popular person, and therefore the most expendable, of the group. If I'm not back in five minutes..." She paused at the edge of the clearing. "Wait a little longer. If you hear me scream, run for it."

Kat looked at the peppermint in her hand. "Marvo?" She tried to pass him the peppermint. After all the sugar was useful.

Then she realised what Ember had just said. "No! Don't go on your own. You are not expendable. You weren't to know. By you argument Marvo is the most useless, and we know that isn't true. If you must go see take someone with you. Nimue or Andy for example."

'Don't you DARE wander off...Ember isn't it?'

Marvo seems to have come around somewhat and is rubbing his eye as he sits up. 'Thank you. All of you... Sorry about that... Guess you know why I didn't want to come to the forest now?'

Marvo stands, wobbling slightly and pulls his robe (Picard Manoeuvre) and smiles very weakly. He looks very pale. 'Come on... we must get on.' He starts to walk forward, but seems reluctant.

Niki grins weakly. "Let's go, then," she says, glancing at Ember with what might, possibly, have been a look of intense dislike.

Kat looks most relieved, and smiles at Marvo. "Lead on maestro." She pulled out her wand and moved in the direction they were going.

"Elle est folle!" Morticia whispers and grimaces. "Oh, please don't let her be a Slytherin!"

Andy puts his hand on Marvo's back. "Are you alright?" he asks. "You looked pretty shook up."

He walked beside Marvo looking in both directions in case he saw anything. He let go of Marvo's back and gripped his wand. After all...you never know.

Marvo pats Andy's hand. 'Sure I'm fine. Just got a little... erm... distracted there. Let's go'

Marvo picks up his wand and we start forward. Marvo is looking side to side as he walks on, and of course in front of him too.

The group reaches a clearing and Marvo raises a hand for everyone to stop and puts his finger to his lip for quiet. He slowly edges his way forward, shaking slightly and makes his way to the centre of the clearing....

Then you all hear a deep, almost unearthly growl and from the other side of the clearing comes a thing...

It looks like a dog, a thin whippet type dog, but larger, the size of a wolf! And looking closer you see it appears skinless! Instead of skin it is covered in a transparent 'goo' which is slowly dripping from it 

Its teeth are bared in a viscous snarl and saliva drips from its mouth.

Fast as lighting Marvo points his wand 'TRI-AMBUS-PIRO'

Three small 'pea' size balls of light fly from Marvo's wand and quickly expand to the size of a large pumpkin. They fly erratically forwards, then around the creature and slam into it, hissing as they do, for they seem to be made of flame!

But every time they hit they get smaller, until finally they are gone, and the creature stand there. Not only unhurt, but looking stronger, and meaner than before!

'By the Source! It's a Magic Eater!' Cries Marvo 'Don't use Magic!' he screams to everyone.

Niki looks extremely scared, and inches behind the nearest person. "What can we do, if not magic?" she whispers. Suddenly, her eyes light up. "What about potions...? Would those not work either?" She glances at Marvo.

All the while, Ayumi and Shinjiku had been bringing up the rear. Although not necessarily too scared to step forward, being brought up in Japan had taught Ayumi to get involved as least as possible, so as not to appear imprudent or rude. Shinjiku, on the other hand, was enjoying himself immensely. 

After being introduced as Ayumi's pet fox, and momentarily displaying a small sample of him immense transformation abilities by suddenly becoming a human, Shinjiku idly followed along, reverting between forms as often it suited him. He found the spiders not to be frightening, but immensely amusing. Now, however, with the appearance of this...this...thing...he was quick to simply disappear into mid air.

"Harumph...always running away when real danger comes...." Ayumi muttered to herself, but switched her attention to the massive dog in the clearing. It looked strangely familiar, like something she had seen in a book once. Ayumi tried to rack her memory, but under such immense stress, the name of the creature eluded her. So instead, Ayumi began thinking of ways to overpower the creature.

Suddenly she had an idea. "Ah! Ch-chotto matte, min-na! Aaa.... I mean, wait a second!" Ayumi shouted. All eyes turned to her, and she blushed from embarrassment. "Aaa-...well, that is.... I-I...I know of a potion to make teeth fall out...I just thought maybe we could disable somewhat using that, since it's not exactly the same as direct magic or anything..." 

She was gradually backing toward a tree, but at the same time, pulled her backpack from off her back. From inside, Ayumi pulled put several day-old hamburgers. "Maybe...maybe.... We could pour the potion on these and use them as bait?" By now she was on the far side of the nearest tree trunk, out of view from the creature.

Yet, as she pulled the food out, Shinjiku suddenly appeared sitting on top of her head. "Aaaaah!" he wailed. "Dame! Daaa-ME!" Watashi no hanbaga dessuu!" The fox was practically in tears. Ayumi grimace and brushed him off. "I KNOW they're your hamburgers...but sometimes sacrifices must be made...And besides! These hamburgers are from...what, Florida? Judging by most muggle food, this is probably was past inedible." 

Shinjiku just joined the others in the trees, sulking.

"Don't use magic?" Morticia shrieks. "What then? I can't do anything else! Quick, on the trees! Climb!" She heads towards the nearest tree and jumps to grab the lowest branches to pull herself up.

"She's right!" Ember called back, moving forward and scooping up a fallen tree-branch. "Everyone, get up as high and as quickly as you can. I'll try to hold it off--I've had dealings with vicious dogs before. Don't worry--I'll be right up after you once you're all safe."

Hoping she sounded as confident as she *didn't* feel, Ember planted herself foursquare in her boots in front of the monstrosity and brandished the limb crosswise in front of her as though it were a baseball bat and she was gearing up to hit one out of the park. "Come on, nice doggie...come get the nice stick..."

Even if it tore her to pieces, she'd give it a good fight, and the others would at least be safe.

"God, you idiot!" Niki yells. "We're not going to be able to do anything unless we all work together. Are you *trying* to get yourself killed?" She grabs Ember's arm, and tries to pull her away. Since Niki is at least a year younger, and a foot shorter, she doesn't have much luck.

"You're right, we *do* have to work together, but somebody has to cover everybody else's backs, don't they!" Ember snapped. "You saw yourself that magic's no good. Believe me, I have no intention of playing a hero. As soon as everybody else is hugging branches I'm going to be one jump behind you. I don't pretend that I can beat this thing with brute force, but magic won't work, and maybe I *can* hold it off till everybody's safe in the trees--and *then* we can work together to come up with a way to put paid to the beast for good and all! With the proper motivation and a good head start I can run pretty damn fast and jump pretty damn high."

Niki drops Ember's arm, and scrambles up into a tree, then starts rummaging into her pockets.

"There's a girl." Ember faced the horrendous beast again, which hadn't yet moved towards them. "Is everybody off the ground? I'd really like to join you; facing off with Fido here is not my idea of a pleasant morning romp."

At this point Marvo seems to agree with everyone else! He leaps back to the others, grabs Kat and Nimue and, muttering some words jumps extremely high, a girl under each arm to a strong branch in a nearby Tree.

Achel seems none to pleased by this 'show' and scrabbles up after him. Egreen is already sitting in a Tree, trying to think what to do.

Kat looks surprised and a little disgruntled at being lifted in to the tree in this manner, but lets it pass. She asks Marvo, "Do we need to kill it? I think Ayumi is right about a stick to distract it. All we need is a collar and a rope and we can tie it up out of our way...."

Niki pulls a short length of braided leather- a collar, for a small animal like a cat- out of her pocket. Taking a deep breath, she points her wand at it, and mutters, "Engorgio." Looking up, she says, "Will this work? It belongs- belonged, I mean- to my cat, but it's not much use to her now..." The collar looks about the right size to fit around the thing's neck now.

Marvo looks serious. 'It is an abomination... I should not live!' But he sounds more like he is quoting someone rather than speaking his mind.

Suddenly a small shape appears in front of the dog, hissing and screeching at it.

"Glueclaws!" Morticia shrieks. "Get away from it, stupid cat, you're going to get yourself killed!"

The big cat jumps right and left in front of the dog, then turns on its heels and scrambles away into the depth of the forest.

As Glueclaws runs the 'thing' leaps and bats the cat to one side. It seems uninjured, but stunned. Then the Thing sees the hamburgers that Ayumi had thrown to the floor. 

The thing sniffs at them, growls and turns away. Perhaps it could smell the potion, or maybe even it would not it old Hamburgers! 

Then it sees Ember and Nikki struggling and makes a deep low growl that almost could be a laugh....

It LUNGES towards them crouches and them LEAPS, Its teeth glistening, it's razor sharp claws ready to dig deep.... 

Revelations 1: Birds and Cats 

... Then suddenly they all hear the loud 'screeching' of a bird and the flap of wings. A large Peregrine Falcon flies down from above and knocks the Thing in mid leap, causing it to miss the two girls by mere inches!

Bird and Thing lock in combat and it is obvious this is to the death! Only one will survive, and possibly the fate of Hogwarts rests on the outcome.

They move in a blur, there is blood... but whose? They roll and roll, the sounds of screeching and growling become almost deafening....  Then there is only silence.

The body of the 'Thing' lies motionless on the grown, it's throat ripped open. And lying next to it is the body of a man! Blooded, cut and bruised.

It is Marcus! Nimue screams.

Morticia jumps off the tree and stumbles to her cat. "Gluey, stupid thing!" She lifts him up and carries him over to Marcus.

Frightened, she touches his arm. "Come down, quick, we have to help him!"

Glueclaws opens his eyes drowsily and looks up at Morticia. A soft meow escapes his mouth before he says, very loudly and clearly: "I still don't like you, mind you!"

It is hard to tell who's more puzzled, the cat or Morticia. Anyway, Glueclaws frees himself, meows some more, and seems to be frowning at Morticia and start to clean up his fur. "Gosh, must have been some magic that hit him when the Magic Eater hit him!"

Marvo looks shocked 'Did... Did he do that before?'

"What, talk? Certainly not! Cats don't talk, you know, that's one of nature's rules!" Morticia stares at her cat in bewilderment. "Gluey?" 

The cat looks up, blinks and continues to clean himself. "Guess it was only due to some of the magic floating around here."

Niki is almost sobbing with relief, but she has no idea that their strange deliverer is. Hearing Nimue's scream, she looks more closely at the man. What on earth is going on she wonders?

Andy jumps back and the sight of the fight, but gets closer to see who the injured man is. Not recognising whom it is he grabs his wand and yells "Lumus!" (I think that's the correct spell) and the tip of his wands lights up. He leans forward to see if he knows the man, but unfortunately he still doesn't recognise him.

Ember had no idea who the stranger was, but..."An Animage?" she gasped. Then she shook her head, dismissing her confusion. "He saved our lives--" Dropping the tree-branch, she rushed forward to see what she could do to help.

"I think he's still alive...but I'm not a doctor. Can anyone help him? Please?"

Seeing that Nimue is too busy screaming, Kat jumps down from the tree, and runs over to see if Marcus is ok. She knew how much this guy meant to Nimue after they had shared thoughts in the magic experiment that Kat had led, and she wasn't going to let him die.

Kat checks to see if he is still breathing, which he is, just. Some of the cuts look quite bad, and infected, but Kat can see no breaks or severe trauma. The worst problem is the bleeding. She concentrated really hard muttered, waving her wand. Healing wasn't her strong point but she could stop the bleeding and disinfect the wounds. But as for the rest... Well she would hope. A light white smoke winds out from Kat's wand and splits as it heads for the bleeding wounds. Kat mutters again and it turns to a pale yellow and the watchers could see puss seep from the wounds. When all the puss had gone and the bleeding stops Kat looks up and say's "Nimue, I've done all I can..." She turns to Marvo, looking for guidance. "I just hope he can heal the rest himself."

Madison and Lee easily leaped down from their tree and ran to Kat and Marcus. "Who is this guy?" Lee asked.  "Is he gonna be alright?"

"Well, the bleeding's stopped...good work, Kat...” Madison turned to the others.  "Okay, what do we do now? We've go to get him somewhere safe...before we get attacked again by a rabid poodle or something...."

Nimue rushes over to the unconscious Marcus, tears in her eyes. She is far too upset to speak and just hold his head for a moment. She sniffs and looks at Kat 'I think he will be okay. But he needs to be taken somewhere safe.'

Achel and Marvo can both guess what Nimue is thinking and both step forward to protest, but she raises her hand before they can speak.

'You both know the power that I have over the Green, You know I can get him back to Hogwarts, and get back to you safely. Please. I have to do this. He just saved us all'

She rubs a tear from her eyes and stands. 'Just keep them safe until I get back'

With that she takes her wand 'Locomotor Mortis' Marcus' body begins to Levitate and slowly follows her as she walks out of the clearing. She turns to Kat and smiles.

Back in the Castle 

Insanius Llamaster turned yet another corner, in his attempt to find someone, anyone, who was awake. He was mumbling to himself quite a bit, holding his wand out and at the ready.  He kept looking over his shoulder and everywhere else in quick motions as if his head was on a swivel.  

"Where are they, I can't stand all this dark, nobody to deride me business.  This place is getting really weird, even for here. Next thing I know I'll turn a corner and see one of those ruddy old blast ended skrewts. Oh well, the hospital wing isn't that far away, maybe one of the patients will be awake."

As he turned a corner three things happened.  One, he saw a girl walking alongside a floating man.  He couldn't see they're faces, so he didn't know who they were.  Two, a very large spider picked him up in it's two front legs.  Three, Insanius's wand clattered to the ground, which resulted in Insanius screaming at the top of his lungs.

"HELP ME!"  The spider clamped a further leg over his mouth, which left Insanius with only his mumblings.  "Oh, ruddy black spider thingie, ruddy wand on the floor, I sure wish the girl and the floating guy would turn around and do something to this thing before I get eaten. Gotta admire my luck, I finally find someone awake only to become the next meal for a spider before they even see me."

Nimue has made her way back to Hogwarts without any trouble. She hopes there won't be too many questions, but she is more worried about her Marcus at the moment.

She guides his body to one of the Prefects Bathrooms (which she knows how to get to from Marvo blabbing about it!) and rests him in the bath. She looks down at his body, a little unsure about the next bit.

She takes a deep breath and says to herself 'Well... It's for his own good' And undresses him (down to underclothes only of course) Then she studies the taps and finds the one with pure warm water and lets it slowly fill while she picks some minerals and herbs from her bag.

While the water is filling she also dresses his wounds, reminding herself again to thank Kat for her quick action. She dose not know what she would have done if Marcus had died, she cared for him so much.

When the bath is full she sprinkles a mixture of oils, minerals and herbs into the water and says a spell. The water glows slightly but Marcus does not stir. She looks down at him, tears still in her eyes and thinks for a moment how she would like to just fall asleep herself, next to him to wake up in a hundred years with all her problems long forgotten. But she shakes her head. 'No. That would not be fair' she said sternly to herself. And turns to leave.

She stops to write a Note in case he wakes up or... or they don't come back. Then she stops as if coming to a decision and kneels by the bath and kisses Marcus on the lips. He does not stir and she stands and smiles

'Well... it might have worked, It works for sleeping beauty' she says and walks out of the bathroom to return to the others.

Insanius watched in anguish as the girl and man turned the corner at the end of the corridor. 

"Guess she's ruddy well as deaf as my wand is, this really sucks, but at least old spidy is taking his time eatin me, I guess he rather likes to play with his food," Insanius was being tossed back and forth through the air. It dropped him once, and he came tantalisingly close to the floor next to his wand before it scooped him up once again. "If he had a few less hands, I'd have either smashed my head on the floor, or gotten my wand back, what is the deal with this thing anyway, there are plenty of better tasting things laying around hogwarts than me, guess he has no sense of fine dining."

Just then an owl flew up to Insanius and landed matter-of-factly on his shoulder. "What are you doing here chaos? You could get yourself killed, can't you see there's a ruddy spider thing attached to me?" Chaos tapped him on the shoulder with his wand. "Oh that, now I get it, thanks for the wand." Insanius reached over and took it from Chaos's beak. "Accio battering ram, accio really big torch type thing, accio family size can of bugspray, accio my brothers old gag-gift copy of The Monster book of Monsters." 

That did it, the book that bites back came soaring into the room and clamped itself firmly onto one of the spider’s legs. The spider let go for a second, but it knew the trick, and stroked the book's cover. The spider caught Insanius yet again, only millimetres from the floor. 

"Especially nice day to die don't you thing chaos?"

What Insanius's wand heard while aimed at the spider was...well somewhat different. The spider flew backwards and crashed into a wall, Insanius was thrown into the air. His robes caught on one of the torch brackets against the wall, and he was stuck hanging in the air. "What the...? You’d almost think someone disarmed the spider, and I was the weapon, oh well, now I have an entirely different problem don't I, accio monster book of monsters." the book snapped shut, and flew up to Insanius, and clamped itself firmly on his robes, which gave way, and the floor came rushing up to meet him. His shoulder won the race to the ground, but his head came in a close second. 

He stumbled to his feet, only to trip over his torn robes and fall back down. He got up much more slowly and more carefully this time. "Where'd chaos go? Oh well, guess I'm alone again unless you count that unconscious spider thing over there by the wall, unconscious spider over there by the wall?" He suddenly remembered there was someplace he needed to be. The place he needed to be was anywhere but here. 

He forgot his ideas of going to the hospital, and decided that outside, with its soft ground, and open air was a much better choice. 

Once outside the castle and near the forest, he pointed his wand at his throat and said "sonorous." "Hello? Is anyone awake out there, its Insanius, Hello?"

Within the Forbidden Forrest

Kat had watched Nimue walk away with Marcus and hoped that he would recover. She looked around her at the rest of the troops and yet again, waited for Marvo to suggest how they should proceed. 

As she was waiting she thought she heard something. It seemed to get louder. "Did anyone else hear that? Sounded like someone shouting 'Hello'" She looked to see if anyone else had noticed.

Winifred hopped out of the tree she had scrambled into when the dog appeared. "I heard someone shouting as well. I thought it was just my imagination," she says in answer to Kat's question. "You don't suppose we should try to see who or what it is?"

"I heard it too," Niki says. "What should we do? We can't very well go back in there. There may be all sorts of things."

"I don't know. It's dangerous for us to go and see, but it could also be dangerous for them to come and find us. There are no creatures in this forest awake that I could 'borrow' to see who it is. Anyone know any spells for looking to see what is going on?" Kat had thought about sending a note, but it could be anyone...

After a quick consultation with Winifred and Niki, Kat sent a spell projecting an image of herself towards the sound. 

**********

"Oh well, so much for that idea, guess I'm still out of the loop, lost, alone as usual" Insanius, who had forgotten to undo the sonorous spell was now mumbling at the top of his lungs. Even if he had noticed, it wouldn't have mattered, he had forgotten the spell that undid it. "Maybe me and that girl with the floating guy are the only humans awake around here anyway, someone oughta do something about this mess, but then again, that someone is probably sleeping right now." 

A girl from Ravenclaw in Insanius’s year walked out of the forest with her hands clamped firmly over her ears. "Hello, turn down the volume please.

"Your name's Kat right? Volume? What volume, oh I get it, the sonorous thing, what's the counterspell again?"

"You are making a lot of noise," she told Insanius. "I've projected myself here, so you can follow me. Come on, and turn that spell off. Keep your wand out though there are all sorts of things in this forest." 

She led the way to the group by the clearing, passing the shrivelled Centaur on the way. Somehow, probably more by luck than judgement, they managed to successfully arrive back at the clearing without incident.

The image of Kat walked back into her real body and disappeared.

"Très cool," Niki says, impressed by the spell. Turning to the newcomer, she waves shyly, then turns her attention back to the path ahead of them. "Where do we go next?"

Marvo, seeing the newcomer frowns. It’s bad enough he mumbles to himself, having to watch out for fiends, but now all these strangers. He shrugs 'always have to do the best we can'

Meanwhile.... Nimue leaves the bathroom and seems to think she has forgotten something. Something about a noise? No, she shakes her head, just her imagination.

She walks out of the Door just in time to see someone she does not know walking into the forest with what looks like a 'ghost' of Kat!

Nimue is surprised she isn't shocked by this, I mean, she thinks, If that's Kat's Ghost that would mean she is dead! But for some reason Nimue KNOWS Kat is okay, and starts to follow.

Lee spotted Nimue arriving shortly after the newcomer. "Okay, Nimue's back...we should all get going. I'm Lee by the way, and this is Madison," he introduced, as Madison gave a distracted little wave. "You'll be safer if you stay with us...I think. Not meaning to be rude, but explaining everything again is getting a bit tiring...we've got a little problem to fix that has to do with sleeping castles, Voldemort supporters, Dementors and rabid animals attacking us. And we've got to get on before something else happens, so..."

"If everyone's okay, I think we should continue on," Madison finished.

Marvo looks the newcomer up and down and smiles. 'Glad to see your here, I think.... We will have to work out how come you haven't been effected by the Spell. But that can wait. Let’s get going and please... Lets stick together. (He gives Kat a stern look)

They continue to walk deeper into the forest, the green mist seems stranger here as though they were wading knee deep in a sea of pea soup.

They pass another clearing, but nothing happens. By this time they are all starting to feel a little bit tired, and hungry, having missed breakfast, but struggle on.

Soon they arrive at a fork in the path that they have been following.  Marvo looks to Kat and Nimue for directions.

Revelations 2: The Hooded Man and Joss' Murderer

But before he can speak to them a rustling in the bushes is heard to one side and from them comes a man dressed in deep black robes 'So...' His voice, a deep hiss, seems to cut through you like a glass shard. 'So, my pets were correct. There are children in the Forest. Bad children... Were you not told this is 'out of Bounds' for little boys and girls?' He laughs and pulls back his hood, revealing a not un-hansome, somewhat familiar face.

Egreen goes very pale. 'F...Father? Father? No! You’re not.... You can't be here!' 

The man looks at Egreen and a look of Disgust crosses his face. 'I have NO son!' He spits and looks away from Egreen towards Marvo 

'So, It is true... The Ministry of Magic is using children now.... And the Traitor’s son no less.... Such a pity you have to die, I should have liked you to tell your father he is next... Perhaps I shall 'port your body to him... Piece by piece.'

Again he laughs, 'And you my Child, come, come to where you belong... By my side' He beckons...

Niki moves behind someone, and seems to be shaking quite violently. She drops her wand because her hands are so shaky, and drops to her knees in the green mist, trying to pick it up. She keeps glancing up at the man, and moving backwards a little bit.

Morticia stares at what seems to be Mr Gedward with an expression that's almost impossible to read. Is he angered that someone should take Egreen away from her? Is it fascination to meet a powerful and obviously dark wizard? (After all, there are a LOT of nasty rumours about the Lagrands...) Or is it just fear? Glueclaws, who's been at her heels since the speak-incident stretches, yawns and wanders a bit toward the stranger and sniffs. Then he walks back, rubs against Morticia's legs and purrs. Absentmindedly, Morticia picks him up and pets him a bit.

Winifred gasps. She looks at Egreen and then at his father trying to make some sense of the situation. Who was Egreen's father addressing when he said 'child'? It didn't seem likely that it was Egreen. She continued to stand there, not knowing what to do.

Achel was stunned! He had known Mr Gedward and, even though he was not what is would call a 'good man'. He knew he would not stoop so low as to threaten children. He may have been a supporter of 'You Know Who' but never an open one, never a Death Eater, or anything like that! So why was he here now? Talking like He's 'You Know Who' Himself! 

He looks over to Nimue and takes her hand.

Egreen remains silent. 

Suddenly, Niki feels sick. From where she crouches, she looks around frantically for her brother, but can't see him. Was that who Mr. Gedward was addressing? Her fingers close around her wand, and she sinks lower to the ground, a head and shoulders sticking out of the green mist.

"Gah, what is all this green stuff, oh well, I guess that big evil looking guy is causing it, who is this Egreen character he keeps talking about anyway, guess its one of the people here, the only one I recognise is Kat. I wonder what spell that guy was talking about, he seems to be the leader of the group, I guess the spell is what is causing the sudden lack of alertness by the majority of hogwarts residents, gee I wish this place would stop spinning." As he finished mumbling, Insanius wrapped his left arm around his head, and rubbed his left shoulder with his right hand. "Everyone here looks sick or something, that floating head over there seems to be on its knees. From the looks of it you'd think something around here was scary or something. Oh, I get it now," the realisation finally hit him. "It must be the big evil looking guy over there that's scaring people. Oh well, he hasn't even looked at me yet, so I'm probably way down on his 'people to kill or horribly maim' list."

Madison looked at the others' confused faces...and smiled.  Her whole attitude changed instantly, and she seemed to enjoy the confusion and shock as she took her place by the man's side.   "Fools..." she said, turning to face the others.  "All trying to play hero...didn't do a very good job, did you?  And Josslin...didn't even know what hit her.  Silly girl thought she had it all figured out.  I gave her quite a surprise...” Madison laughed, taking pleasure in the shock and anger radiating from the others.  "You all thought you were so smart...playing detective when the killer was right in front of you the whole time.  This body was a perfect disguise, and it's stronger than the girl gives it credit for."  She looked up at the man.  "How did I do?"  A snapping twig behind her interrupted her.  

Madison whirled around, looking toward the bushes.  "You!"  Muttering a spell, she reached out toward the bushes, as if holding something by the neck.  Niki's brother Hadrian was dragged out, choking.  He was flung down onto the ground in front of Madison, coughing.  "Hmm... hero complex must run in the school...” Madison grinned, her eyes glittering evilly.  "I guess I'll just have to make an example out of you...don't worry, it'll be quick."  Muttering another spell, she looked down at Hadrian.  Before he could do a thing, he was lifted into the air, his feet barely touching the ground.  Madison smiled.  "Hmm... Let’s see what to use...ah! I've got it...” She muttered yet another spell, keeping her eyes on the boy in front of her as he screamed in pain.  A green glow surrounded him like a fire, until the screaming stopped.  He fell to the ground with a dull thud.  Dead. Madison clapped her hands together, as if dusting them off.

"Now," she said, grinning.  "Anyone else want to play hero?"

Winifred's jaw dropped. Madison is working for Egreen's dad? Upon seeing her kill Hadrian, Winifred covered her mouth with her hand and turned away from the scene. She wanted to run. Run far away from the forest and get away from this whole mess. How did she get involved in all this? If she just hadn't taken a drink of that potion, she would be in a nice, peaceful sleep for the next hundred years. She hoped that someone else would take some initiative soon...

"Dear me, isn't she the little condescending one who thinks she's pulled the wool over our eyes. Although since I didn't know her, and wasn't aware I was in a situation where I was playing detective, I guess she didn't pull it over mine, that's a sort of victory I guess." Insanius was once again at his incoherent mumbling. "And now she seems to be trying to pick a fight or something, trying to call one of us out for a duel or something. Tricky move that, because the people who obviously thought they knew her style, have now hit a wrinkle and don't know what to expect. Guess it's time someone turned the tables on the conspirators"

Insanius stepped towards Madison, turned around, and aimed his wand at the group, "Um, yeah, what she said!" he said in a clear voice.

Madison eyed Insanius, arms crossed and an amused look on her face. She turned to Egreen's father. "It's your call...Stage is all yours. Hmm, how did I do, by the way?"

'Marvo looks totally shock at Madison's 'revelation' and when she takes Hadrian he screams 'NOOooo!'

He tries to rush forward, to do something to help, but his feet are tangles in a mass of weeds!

Marvo looks around and sees everyone is bound the same way, some people more than others are, some cannot even raise their wands!

Apart from Nimue and Achel, who are standing at the back holding hands, their other hand facing the group, palm out.

Nimue sees Marvo looking confused 'He is controlling the Forest Marvo!' Nimue screams out. 'We're holding it back the best we can. Please... DO something!'

Marvo looks to the group, fear and confusion in his eyes, He sees the new arrival stand up next to Madison and his fear turns to anger! 'Grrraaaah!'

His left eye starts to glow RED and then POPS from his head and with great speed, and darting from side to side spins around the three of them.

'Madison is controlled!’ He shouts, 'As is Egreen's Father!'

Marvo knew of only one quick way to break the control of such a powerful forbidden Spell, but he knew that he was not really powerful enough to use it, it could kill him! And even if it didn't he knew there would be serious consequences.

He pulls at the weeds binding him, trying to get free.

Morticia groans. Tears run down her face, but she looks concentrated and calm. She had pointed her wand at Madison and Egreen's father when the weeds got hold of her, but she manages to move her fingers a few inches until they point at Marvo because he's standing in the right angle.

"Don't move!" she shouts, which is quite unnecessary as Marvo can't move much anyway.

She points her wand at the weeds and mutters a spell, but so silent that it can hardly be heard - and to those close to Morticia it is totally unintelligible, no spell they've learned at Hogwarts and not even based on the usual Latin.

Purple, vicious looking sparks leave her wand and hit the weeds so hard that they are pushed back a bit, but they still cling to Marvo. Where the sparks have touched them, the green withers, and a foul smell fills the air. Some of the sparks, though, have rebounded and hit Morticia's outstretched arm. Her robe smokes and is burnt in some places, and although the weeds make it impossible for her to move, she cringes and sniffs and seems to be in great pain.

Kat watches. She is stuck and seeing first Madison walk over and then Insanius, she is a little surprised. She knew that someone had been trying to take-over Madison, so she was no so surprised that they had succeeded. Nor was she surprised that 'Madison' had killed Joss. She did not feel anger, more pity that the real Madison was not here. If she carried on watching then Marvo was going to do something stupid and get himself killed. "He has far more training than the rest of us, but not enough. I'm not going to let him end up like his other friends. But what can I do?" she thought to herself. "And as for Morticia, she seemed to be trying to make it her turn next!"

Well there is only one thing Kat was really good at. Mind control. But she wasn't going to fight whoever was in the minds of Mr Gedward or Madison. No, she had to be smarter than that. She closed her eyes and reached out....

And barged her way into Nimue's mind... 'Nimue, listen to me. We need to get help. Stop fighting me! Now, you remember what you learnt when we shared minds? Well follow me, we need help...'

She let her essence leave Nimue's body and reached with it in the direction she had last seen the spiders go. 

She found them huddled and confused in another clearing. She pushed her essence inside the head of the leader, and looked around. "The world looks really weird from here! But at least that spell won't effect me like this!" She looked around to see another large spider looking round slightly confused. 

"This way." She called. It sounded more like clicking noises though... They made their way back to the clearing where Mr Gedward, Madison and Insanius were standing. 

"OK, We need to kill them, so that he will leave. Then we need to get them revived again as quickly as possible, so BE CAREFUL"

To everyone else in the clearing all that can be heard is the spiders clicking noise. You can see the spiders waving their legs around, but they are not trying to attack you... Why? If you care to look you will also notice that both Nimue and Kat have gone white and look vacant. You can get no response from them.

Marvo has not yet seen the Spiders (thankfully!) and pulls himself free from the decaying weeds, with a nod of thanks to Morticia. He sees the look of insane glee in the faces of the three before him.

'This will not do' he says and takes a deep breath. He knows what he is about to do is not only forbidden, but very, very dangerous. But he will not let anymore people die... not even Madison, not even Egreen’s Father.

Unforgivable Curses

The Red eye pops back into him, but remains red. With a shacking hand, and sweat on his brow he points his wand and.... wait! He will only have once chance at this! And there are at least two people effected? Who? He thinks for a second then points his wand with even more determination at Madison...

'IMPERO' 

Marvo concentrates on Madison, casting the Imperius Curse, one of the Unforgivable Curses, and begins to mentally wrestle with whoever has control of Madison's mind....

Marvo begins to shake violently, sweat pours over his face and his eye glows brighter. Slight wisps of smoke rise from his hands tightly clasped around his wand and even over the rotting smell of the weeds, the smell of burning flesh can be hinted. 

He falls to his knees, but his wand stays pointed at Madison. A slight hint of white/grey can be seen forming in his hair. Marvo knows that if he fails the backlash will kill him, and even if he succeeds he many not survive to celebrate. But he will not let anyone die. Never again....

The Dark Wizard, whom we now know is Egreen's Father looks shocked at Marvo's action.

But only for a moment. He points his wand at the Kneeling Marvo 'AVADA KEDAV....'

'EXPELLIARMUS!' The Dark Wizard’s Wand flies from his hand before he can complete the spell.

Egreen stands before his father, red faced, with either anger or sadness. The Dark Wizard now looks worried. He then sees the Spiders and grabs Insanius and throws him into their path.

Morticia still whimpers with pain. Her arm seems to be badly burned by the strong and powerful destruction spell, but the spell has also killed of the weeds that were holding her. She takes her wand into her left hand and points it at the spiders. "Tarantallegra!" she shouts and points several times until they start to dance and are too distracted to care about Insanius. "I'll fight them off, Egreen, get on! Help Marvo!"

Niki, who had remained hidden, trying not to scream when she saw her brother killed, suddenly leaps to her feet. Darting past Mr. Gedward and giving him a bit of a shove, she pulls Insanius out of the spider's path, and points her wand at Mr. Gedward. Now that she's looking in that direction, she can see her brother's body, and seems to collapse inside. Her legs crumple, and she hits the ground with a thud, slightly out of the way of the spiders.

"Counter it!" Kat shouts at Nimue from inside the spider. Seeing the problem that Egreen's father is causing she tried to get to him, being very careful not to go near Insanius. Her legs are still dancing around, but she manages to get close enough to pick him up.

He struggles in the huge spider’s grip, but even though the spiders feet are dancing around it maintains a tight grip. It appears that the spider is merely choking Mr Gedward. Not trying to eat it or frighten anyone.

Morticia who still can't know what's going on with the spiders raises her wand against Kat. "Drop him or drop dead, you there!"

Kat watches Morticia raise her wand. But it is too late for her Mr Gedward is unconscious. She lowers him limply to the ground, but she knows she only has a short time to restart the blood flow she has stopped in-order to 'kill' him. Or at least to make his possessor think he is dead. She instructs the spider to run and take the Nimue spider too. "Nimue back to your body!" She shouts as she does the same.

Kat opens her eyes. "Morticia, NO! Don't shoot at them. Help me." She rushes over to the body of Mr Gedward and produces a similar white smoke to that she had used on Marcus. This time though it is only there for a second before vanishing as Mr Gedward takes another breath...

Mr Gedward seems unconscious, or maybe in a coma? Marvo is still struggling with the curse, Madison not moving but staring straight into his eyes...

Insanius took this moment of great confusion to pick himself up from the ground, and begin looking innocent. "I guess if anyone mentions what I did, I'll have to tell 'em the truth, trying to cause some confusion and buy some time, sorta worked, sorta didn't oh well." Insanius began standing very still, watching, waiting, and occasionally looking very quickly behind him.

Madison continued to stare into Marvo's eyes.  Though she wasn't moving, she was struggling with her thoughts.  She could track what she was thinking, but there was something else...something fighting against her own thoughts in her head. *He's an easy target...kill him...* 

*No! It's Marvo...* There seemed to be another struggle, as if someone else was fighting, too.

*No! I will not give up...*

*You've lost...Even Gedward has fallen...* Madison struggled, trying to wake from the nightmare.  She couldn't tell who or what was in her head, and couldn't remember what had happened, as if something was deliberately trying to block it.  With one last determined struggle, she broke free.  Blinking, she looked around.  

"What's...going on here?"  Marvo was right in front of her.  "What's-" Her eyes rested on the still form of Hadrian, and her memories rushed back and hit her like a ton of bricks.  *I killed him...* Madison thought, shocked.  She felt guilty, but at the same time...different.  Strong...powerful... She shook her head and blinked, as if waking from a dream, and the guilt rushed back.  She knelt, staring at Hadrian's body and shaking.

"I'm sorry, I didn't mean to...I'm sorry," Madison repeated over and over, hugging herself and ignoring everything else around her.

Winifred didn't know what to think about this whole situation. Part of her wanted to run up and comfort Madison, but the other part of her still felt upset over what Madison had done. Instead of doing anything, she awkwardly said, "So...er...what should we do now?"

Morticia sits down on the ground and winces with pain, clutching her arm where the strange spell has rebounded on her. "I don't know! What can we do, anyway?"

Marvo still kneeling falls to the ground. His eye pulses red for a moment then goes dim. His right hand looks badly burned, but his left hand, still clutching to his wand looks leathery and it is hard to see where his hand ends and the Wand starts.

"Marvo!" shouted Kat. She glanced around to see Mr Gedward was still breathing, Insanius was talking to himself again, Morticia and Winifred were talking to Madison... 'Madison... Madison... If she was awake then Marvo...' She didn't dare think it.

She ran over to where he lay. "Marvo... Marvo... please wake up!" She had a bad feeling about this, and she was starting to go to pieces. She put a hand to his neck. 'Oh my goodness, no pulse!' she thought. 

She leant over him, with her head on his chest.

"No, No, No, NO! Help me! Nimue! I think he is d... d... dead!" She burst into tears that she could no longer hold back.

Niki sits up groggily and rubs her eyes. Looking around, she sees Madison, and her lips compress into a tight line. She turns away from *that* confrontation for the moment at least, and hurries over to Marvo's side. "He's not...?" Her voice trails off, but her stare remains fixed on Kat's face.

Marvo stares down from above the Forest, Surprised to see himself lying on the ground.

Se looks up and sees a tunnel of light, and in the distance, he is not sure... but he thinks he can hear the faint sound of a parrot squawking...

'No!' Niki thinks. 'This isn't fair! Why is everyone dying? Now he's dying too... Not just Hadrian.' She glances at Madison, then down at Marvo. Almost too softly to be heard, she whispers, "Please."

Ember wondered why she was sleeping outside on the cold ground. She was going to catch cold, her throat was already sore and she felt herself starting to cough violently...

It all came back in a rush. A man she didn't recognise had confronted them--the girl had been the killer--then weeds and vines and grabbed at all of them, and a thick creeper had wrapped around Ember's neck, choking her into unconsciousness...

Ember heard the sobbing and confusion and forced herself awake. She wasn't being restrained anymore, but she couldn't stop coughing, and her head and limbs ached miserably. 

She fought up to her knees and grabbed for her fallen wand. "What--what--" But she couldn't speak; her voice was raspy, her throat raw. The youth called Marvo was lying on the ground, his hands horribly deformed, not moving. Kat seemed to think he was dead.

Ember crawled forward, trying to get feeling back into her numb legs. "Get him back--to the school," she rasped, trying to make herself heard. "Not safe here--"

"We know it's not safe," Niki snaps, turning furiously to Ember. "My brother was just killed!" She points to Hadrian's body. "He's dead, and he's not ever coming back, and I'll be damned before I'll let him die too! What can we do?" she asks, turning to Kat, who seems to know more about healing than she. "There has to be something!"

Peesemould was very shocked at everything that had just happened. For once in his life, he didn't know what to say.

Morticia crawls over to Peesey without using her right arm, which is a mess of burnt cloth and flesh. "Peesey, what's going on? What is it with Marvo?" She's even paler than usual and seems to be about to faint.

"I don't know. I just don't know." Kat sobs through her tears. She is so upset that she just can't think straight. 'It just isn't fair, first my best friend, and now...' 

Tears are running down her face, and she has no control over them at all, she is trying to hug Marvo, and all you can really hear is her sobbing and mumbling 'not fair...'

Madison turned slowly, taking in the destruction. Getting up, she walked slowly over to Marvo's body and fell to her knees. "Marvo...No... no... Not now," she said quietly. "You can't leave us...not now...we need you." Suddenly, she looked desperately up at the sky. "Come back! You can't leave us!" Burying her face in her hands, she cried softly. "I'm sorry...I'm so sorry...come back..."

Niki edges away from Madison, looking extremely uncomfortable. "*You’re sorry?" she mutters.

Andy got up with quite a bruise on his head. What happened? It started to come back to him. Then he saw Marvo. He crawled over to him and took his pulse. He felt nothing. He looked up at Kat. He was going to ask if he was dead, but Kat's eyes said it all. "No," he whispered and that was the only word he could get out of his mouth. Andy sank to the ground and a tiny tear streaked his cheek.

Nimue rushed over to Marvo and Kat, and the other gathered students. "Kat, I might be able to help. I can't do it on my own though. Give me you hand and lend me your strength."

Kat looks up and takes Nimue's hand, too confused to argue.

Nimue looks at the others gathered around Marvo's dead body. "If you wish to help then join with me and Kat. Take Kat's hand and form a chain. I need all of you to lend me your magic strength for this to have any hope of working." 

She watched them join hands. Then Nimue puts her other hand on Marvo's chest, and closes her eyes in concentration. Inside she is really hoping that this will work, but trying to show the others that she is calm. She relaxes a little and lets the magic flow through her.

Kat could feel the magic moving through her from those gathered with Nimue. As the spell started, Marvo's body started to glow with a green light....

Instantly Ember fought up to her feet and took hold of Kat's hand in hers. With the other she reached out and clasped Niki's cold hand in her own. "Take my strength," she told Nimue. "I don't have the most precise control in the magical world, but raw power has never been one of my limitations...take all you need."

Niki takes Ember’s hand, and if she had been less distracted she would have been not at all surprised to note that Niki's hands are shaking. Niki says nothing, though, and stares at Marvo as he begins to glow.

Winifred, too, hurried over and joined the quickly growing chain of students. "I sure hope this works," she says softly with tears in the corners of her eyes.

Ayumi stood amidst the trees, a few feet off from the growing chain of Hogwarts students. Her face was nearly expressionless, but her eyes were staring, frightened.... Death was not something she took easily...

Strange scenes were flashing before her eyes; memories of situations all too similar to this one. She threw her arm over her face and began to back up, as if blocking the whole scene from her mind. 

Suddenly, she felt herself bump into something behind her. With all the recent occurrences in the forest, a shiver of fear surged through her body momentarily, and she whirled around. There, looking far too solemn for his own good, Shijiku stood. They stood still for a second, staring at each other, silent. He then smiled, in a remorseful kind of way, and tears welled up in Ayumi's eyes...

"Oh, Shinjiku!" She fell into his arms, and began to weep. "We...we've only been here a few days...and already, such awful occurrences! <Sob>" Ayumi buried her face in his shirt, clutching him tightly. "I'm beginning to wish we'd never come at all..."

Shinjiku held her tight, staring into off into the forest, with a distant look in his eyes. "Come on..." He pulled Ayumi back, so he could look into her eyes. "We really should help them..." He tried to smile cheerfully, and motioned to the group congregating around Marvo's listless body. Ayumi breathed deeply, rubbed her eyes with her sleeve, and tried to smile back. 

"Right." The words were barely audible. "The first rule of making new friends is to be friendly, but the second is to be courteous. I don't think we'd get a better opportunity to fit in with the Hogwarts crowd then right now..." Ayumi sniffed.

Together, they paced over to the ring, and quietly joined hands with the other students.

Vera got up from where she was lying as well and tried to steady herself. Slowly she made her way to the others and joined hands with everyone 

Morticia is still on the ground, staring at the old leaves and doesn't move to help the others.

Niki looks at Morticia, mentally willing her to come and help, but she's feeling so anxious and angry she doesn't think she could verbalise her entreaty- even if she wanted to.

"Well? Where do you think you are going? Are you going to leave my friends there to their peril? You still haven't broken that Briar Rose spell, and look at you. It was rather silly doing that unforgivable curse, wasn't it?"

Joss had crept up behind the ghost of Marvo. Of course no one could see her who was alive because she didn't want them too.

Marvo spins in the Air, shocked to hear anyone talking to him, let alone Joss!

'Oh... So I AM dead? Silly me... I wasn't sure' He looks down and sighs. 'Well, It was fun, I'm glad I helped a Bit. Do you think they will do okay? Not a lot I can do now anyway.'

Then he sees what Nimue, Kat and the others are doing. 'What are they doing? Look at Poor Morticia over there! They shouldn't be bothering with me' 

He turns to Joss. 'I suppose now is as good a time as any to say thank you for the Dance' He smiles, and looks down once more, wishing there was something he could do to help his friends more.

"Nothing you can do? Nothing you can do? Of course there is something you can do." Joss ignores the comment about the dance although it did make her smile. "We don't have time to float here exchanging niceties, you have FAR too much to do no matter how painful it might be..." And with that she physically shoves Marvo back towards the shell of his body. The shove is so hard that he is back inside it before he can stop himself.

"There," she say's to herself. "I'm not having everyone dying just because of that buffoon." She continues to watch the scene, hoping that they can sort this out for themselves.

Looking around, Winifred noticed Morticia just lying there. 'What is she doing, not coming to help Marvo?' thought Winifred before she realised that maybe she couldn't get up. Winifred let go of the hands she was holding and rushed over to Morticia. "Your arm..." she said softly, "What happened?" She desperately wanted to help, but she couldn't think of the right spell. "Someone help!" she shouted to the other students.

"Not much use..." Morticia mutters. "Spell rebounded, y'know? I feel a bit dizzy that’s all..." She lies down on the ground. "Just gonna rest a bit, don't worry. OUCH! Merde, this hurts!"

Nimue felt a jolt as the magic flowing into her reduced. But the spell had done as much as it could. If Marvo didn't wake up soon then he never wood. "Please Marvo, come back," she whispered.

Marvo looks at Joss 'But I.... Woooohhh...'

He feels himself falling and spinning...

On the ground Marvo's body gives a shudder and takes a very deep breath.

His eyes flicker and spring wide open... 'DON'T TELL THE TADPOLES!!!... Oh... Hello...OWWWW!'

A pained look comes over Marvo's face and the feeling starts to come back into his body.

Kat was so busy concentrating that she didn't notice Marvo open his eyes. But she did hear him scream at the pain. She opened her eyes with a snap. She felt Nimue release the spell as she reached for Marvo. "Marvo, you are alive!"

Now she was crying with tears of joy that he had been saved.

Andy closed his eyes. Thank God Marvo was okay. He sank to the floor again and lay there looking up at the sky. He felt like he was drained of energy. His legs hurt, his arms hurt, his head throbbed, and his hand was covered in blood. But no matter how much pain he was going through, he wouldn't complain. All he did was lie there and look at the stars.

When Marvo woke up, Ember lowered her wand with a sigh of unmistakable relief. "Good thing you woke up on your own, darlin'...if I'd used Enervate on you, it woulda hurt like a sumbitch." As always in times of stress, Ember's Louisiana Bayou accent thickened to the consistency of jambalaya.

She turned to Winifred and Morticia and noticed Morticia's distress. "Morticia, don't try to move," she said. "I'm no good at healing spells, but I can stop the pain. Trouble is, you won't feel anything--it'll be like a great shot of Novocain, if you know what that is. So you won't be able to feel it if you hurt yourself. Someone will have to carry you, or use a float spell on you, if I do it." She looked at Winifred. "It's the best I can do, if you want me to..."

Just as Ember finishes Speaking....

The Calling of the Founders

'SSSSO.... YOUR BABY AUROR IS SSSSTILL ALIVE. GGGGOOOOOD...I SSSSHALL TAKE PLEASSURE IN SSSSEEING HIM SSSUFFER....'

The figure had come out of the woods. Floating silently about eight feet off the ground, its pitch black robes seem to taper to nothing from its thin body, and as it speaks it pulls down it's hood...

He floats over the unconscious body of Mr Gedward

'I SSSSEEE YOU HAVE DAMAGED BY TOY... AND RELEASSSED HISSSS PET.... NO MATTERRR....SSSSSOOOON YOU WILLL ALL BE MINEEE'

He gestures slowly as he speaks, and seems to ooze evil. He floats up and over the group

'AAARRRR.... I SSSEE A GTOMIK! WHAT WOULD YOUR FATHER SAY ASRIEL, IF HE KNEW THE HIER WAS CONSORTING WITH SUCH UNWORTHY CATTLE!'

Again he moves, floating totally silently and effortlessly.

'NOW...ENOUGHT CONVERSSSSATIONSSSS..... TELL ME WHERE THE BOOK YOU HAVE ISSSS.... AND I WILL MAKE YOUR DEATHSSSS QUICK AND RELATIVELY PAINLESSSS.... FAIL AND YOUR DEATHSSS WILL BE BEYOND COMPARASSSSON..'

His eyes glow a deep sickly red

'...OR KNEEEL BEFORE MEEE... AND SSSWEAR ALLEGIANCE TO QUETZALCOATL AND YOU MAY YET LIVE TO SEE THE DAY OF RECKONINGSSSSSsss...'

Marvo looks up and then around to the other, tied, frightened and injured. 'Oh Sh....

Niki stands taller, and glares furiously up at the thing. "I won't speak for the rest of these people," she shouts, "but I would never, ever bow down to you, or anyone else of your vile kind, even my m-," she breaks off quickly. "The only cattle I see here," she adds, "are you, and those you controlled." A veiled jab at Madison, perhaps? "You're the ones who gave in, whether through fear of Voldemort, or for power you thought you would possess. Are you happy? Is this what you set out to accomplish? I don't think so!" With that, she spits at the ground below Quetzalcoatl.

Madison stopped glaring at the thing, and whirled around to face Niki. Her old fire was back, stronger than ever. "You think I gave in? Is that what you think? You really think I'm that weak?" she demanded. "If you knew me at ALL you would know that I would NEVER agree to do any of this on my own free will...I'm sorry about your brother, but I wasn't the one that killed him...It was my body, yes...but I had no idea what was going on. If I could have prevented this, I would have...if it cost my own life. Don't go passing judgement on things you don't understand!" She turned to glare defiantly at the thing floating in the air, and spat at it. "That's what I think of you and your Day of Reckoning!"

Niki's face is tight. "I didn't mean that to you," she snaps. "If you say it's not your fault my brother died, of course I believe you."

'YOU DARE TO COMPARE ME TO THE IMBERSSSSEAL VOLDERMOURT! HE WASSS BUT A SSSSSNAKE IN THE GRASSSSSS OF A PARK.'

He gestures widely

'WHERE ASSSS *I* AM THE SSSSNAKE THAT SSSSWALLOWED THE WORLD!'

Then as Niki spits his eyes glow an even deeper red. 'YOU DARE!' With a wave of his hand (no wand!) Niki floats into the air and is thrown as considerable speed out of the clearing though fortunately lands in some bushes.

Kat turned to see the new addition to the 'party in the wood'. She too thought something on the lines that Marvo had. Now everyone knew. She had done so well in managing not to let it out. She may have hinted, but she knew that no one was supposed to know about him. Well it was out now and there was nothing she could do. 

She had been so relieved that Marvo had woken up that even though her body ached from the magic drain through her and everything she had done so far, even for all that she felt her strength renewed. She looked at Marvo. The books.... Yes that was it... Marvo would have to cause a distraction while the four of them with the books did.... 'Oh, no. What was it we had to do?' She thought for a bit....

<When the time is right circle and point to the foe and call our names>

That was it. Surround him and call out the names of the founders. How would she communicate to Egreen, Yvette and Achel? This must be their enemy anyway. She looked meaningfully at the people around her. 

She had to call his bluff and hope the others understood.

She walked around behind him and withdrew her book from her robe. "This is my book. Embarrassing the Truth by Rowena Ravenclaw." She held the book out above her head for him to see, but out of his reach.

"Achel, Egreen, Yvette - show him yours, tell him who wrote them."

Insanius sweat dropped, he had just seen a man resurrected, and some weird looking guy levitate into the clearing, and to make matters worse, now Kat was holding up a book by the founder of his house.  He inched his way closer to the edge of the clearing, waiting for all hell to break loose.

'THE BOOKSSSS! YOU HAVE ALL THE BOOKSSSSSS'

A look of glee and triumph comes over his face.

'GIVE THEM TO ME! GIVE THEM TO ME NOW AND YOU WILL LIVE IN PARADISSSSE

FOR THE RESSSST OF TIME'

His flying becomes more erratic as he seems tom become fanatically excited.

Niki snorts, limping from the bushes, wincing at new scratches and bruises. "I wouldn't trust him any farther than I could throw him," she says, hissing something between her teeth. She then starts to say something else. Comprehension dawns, though, and she shuts her mouth.

"Don't give him the books," said Andy. "You can do whatever you wish with them. You can destroy them for all I care, but don't give them to him. He'll deceive you. He can't hurt us without the books. That's probably why he wants them so badly." Andy looked up at the...thing glaring down at them hoping, praying that he was right.

Quetzalcoatl Looks down at Andy, his eyes glow with pure evil. With a movement with looks slow, but somehow at the same time seems lightning fast he points his finger...

'CRUCIOssssss'

Ember had ZERO idea what Kat was trying to do, but she intended to buy as much time as she could in order to let Kat and the others finish whatever needed to be done.

"Look here, slinky," she said to the shadowy figure, "do you think for one second anybody with the sense the gods gave a frog spawn that we'd trust someone who murders innocent people without a second thought? Whatever you want, it couldn't be a good thing for anybody else if you got it, so I don't think you're gonna get your slimy, filthy hands on anything. And I think you really should see a speech therapist--that's one nasty lisp you've got there.

'TRANSSMOGRIFIssss'

Ember feels her body changing, slowly and painfully. Ember gritted her teeth, trying to ignore the pain, and continued to concentrate on the spell while she still had hands and a brain.

Yvette took a step back, hugging her book to her chest. Her curly hair was frizzing and her eyes flashed. She gritted her teeth and gave him a look that everyone she had ever fought with knew well.

She was mmmaaaadddd.

"NO!" She spat out the single word, managing to pack more spite into it than she would have put in a paragraph. She fumbled for her wand and held it, more for the reassurance than anything. She'd been fighting against the magical pull, and still was.

"That's right, Yvette," Niki calls. "Don't give it to him. By the way, who wrote your book?" Crossing her fingers, she prayed that Yvette would understand what she meant. "Quand le temps est bons cercle et point à l'ennemi et appelez nos noms," she adds, in French.

Yvette's face cleared, and then hardened determinedly. She set her jaw, silver eyes narrowed. "And THIS is Embracing the Illusion by Godfric Gryffindor, filth!"

Quetzalcoatl hand moves again and he points at Yvette

'CONJUNCTIVASSSS'

Yvette goes blind!

Everything was suddenly very dark. Yvette scowled, though on the inside she was so scared she felt like crying. Her ears picked up more than before, and she clutched her book as tightly as possible, like Niki, swearing quite fluently in French.

Then he points at Kat 

'ACCIO TOMEUSssss MAGICUSsssss' 

And Kat feels the books trying to pull away from her; her hands feel like they are burning as it pulls harder and harder.

Ember had to do something. She racked her brain for a counterspell that could help everyone at once and couldn't come up with anything.

But she COULD keep Quetzalcoatl from getting the books--

She tore her cypress wand from her sleeve, pointed it at Quetzalcoatl, and screamed the shielding curse she'd been taught at Leveau Academy:

"NOLI TANGERE!"

A whirlwind of scarlet light erupted from her wand and formed a shimmering scarlet barrier around Quetzalcoatl. It was a physical barrier that would not keep magic at bay, but would certainly keep the books from reaching Quetzalcoatl--for as long as Ember could hold it together...

"Whatever y'all are gonna do," she gasped, sweat already beading her brow, "DO IT!!!"

Niki screams with rage, and picks up a large stone to hurl at him. Unfortunately, just at that moment Ember conjures up a shield, so the rock thuds harmlessly to the ground. Niki curses fluently in French, adding something that sounds a lot like "Typical American."

This bad guy was obviously getting into the swing if things. "ACHEL!" Kat screamed. "YOUR BOOK! NOW! BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE!"

Achel pulls himself up and takes out his book.

I hold the Book 'Embracing The Light! By Helga Hufflepuff. And whatever power it has I hope it destroys you utterly!'

He looks over to Egreen, Still kneeling by his father and saying nothing. 'Egreen! NOW come on! Snap OUT of it!'

Marvo rolls onto his side, obviously in pain to get a better look at what is going on.

He sees the shield around the 'bad guy' and is impressed. Then he sees Kat struggling with her book, slowly being dragged towards 'Quetzalcoatl'

'Not on my watch' Marvo mumbles to himself and wincing with pain slowly raises his wand

'FINITEUS INCANTATUM'

The book goes limp in Kat's arms

Marvo looks up to Quetzalcoatl a very nasty look on his face.

'LEAVE MY FRIENDS ALONE!' he shouts and once more raises his arm

But the pain is too much for him. He cries out and falls back to the ground.

Kat sighed with relief at the release form the spell. She mouthed thanks to both Ember for her wall and Marvo for his end spell. She winces again as Marvo continues to roll around on the floor in pain.

"Egreen, please get on with it."

Very slowly Egreen stands, and turns to face Quetzalcoatl. If looks could kill you would all be on your way home now.

With both hands he raises the book up over his head and in a calm, clear voice he speaks

'Embracing The Darkness. Salazar Slytherin.'

An utter silence prevails the whole forest....

Within the dome of the shield Quetzalcoatl still smiles in glee, but then you notice the slightest hint of concern furrowing his leathery brow.

A light wind starts to blow, and the green mist seems to disaparate from the clearing, but still is visible surrounding the forest just within your view.

Then leaves and dust start to flutter off the ground, circling The shield like a mini whirlwind, still light, but obviously not usual.

Then wind them seems to condense, becoming a light white mist that spin's and flows around Quetzalcoatl, and he looks more worried, floating around inside the shield, from side to side as if looking to see what is going on. The mist swirling around him seems to glow with a white radiance and spin faster and faster until a circle of while light seems to surround him.

Then, at each compass point of the circle the mist starts to condense, and shapes seem to appear, while the rest of the mist continues to swirl...

The shapes seem to take form and soon you can see the outline of faces, four large faces and shoulder, about five feet high floating three or four feet off the ground.

As the faces become clearer and between you, you recognise them. It is the Founders! All of them look serious and concentrating. 

Quetzalcoatl is floating faster round the circle now, moving all around and Hissing, zipping from side you side as if looking for a means of escape.

Then behind the founders you see other forms starting to appear from the mist, and soon you recognise them too... Serpent, Eagle, Lion and Badger.

The massive mist shrouded creatures slowly come into sharper focus and Quetzalcoatl starts to hiss and claw at them.

Then suddenly they strike! The four creatures flash forward leaving a trail of mist behind them and fly straight through the shield and INTO Quetzalcoatl's body.

He screams and starts to claw at himself as the white mist flows around him getting lighter and lighter until with a flash the whole dome is filled with a bright white fog that seems to be made of pure light.

The screaming stops....

Silence...

Then the dome EXPLODES into a million sparkling pieces and with a soul splitting roar a Serpent, at least sixty feet tall, uncoils from the mist, On it's back are two multicoloured wings of shimmering feathers and it's fangs are dripping venom.

It hisses and roars again, but the images of the Founders remain passive. 

Then, within a blink of an eye the Founders enter the body of the winged serpent and it begins to writhe and twist as if fighting it's own inner demons.

Light begins to stream from cracks in it's skin and it's roar becomes loader and loader.

Then there is a silent explosion of light so bright that you cannot help but turn away....

The Nightmare Ends, the Spell is Broken

Silence.

When you look back the mist, the Founders and the Feathered Serpent have all disappeared, as have the Four books.

The Forest is silent once more.

But somehow things feel different. As if a great weight has lifted, and in the distance you hear the sound of many owls flying from their roosts.

Yvette, Ember and Andy all return to normal and a shaft of sunlight breaks through the forest ceiling to illuminate the area in it's warm glow.

Winifred rubbed her eyes. The event she had just witnessed was awe-inspiring. She just stood there, relieved, not knowing what, exactly, to do.

Nimue who was still kneeling by Marvo was dumbstruck by what they had witnessed.

All around her she felt the forest itself was awakening from its dark nightmare.

Kat looked around. Everything was different. There were BIRDS singing! Nearly everyone looked hurt in someway. So many people to help. She herself ached from the exertion of all the magic. 

She ran over to where Marvo was still curled on the ground. "Marvo, Marvo we did it! You managed it. We are still alive! Listen the birds are singing. Isn't it great! Here..." She used her wand to numb a little of the pain. And then hugged him and kissed him on the cheek. She looked around to see how everyone else was.

Nimue watches Kat's obvious happiness and a trace of sadness comes to her. Not just because she wishes she could hug Marvo but a fear that a line might have been crossed.

Andy got up off of the ground. His body was sore from the pain. He looked around at the others and noticed an awe-struck look on each of their faces. He started to walk but didn't succeed. He fell too tiered to try. He looked up at Marvo. "What did we get ourselves into?" he asked. After the dizziness went away, he could successfully walk on his own two feet, and he realised that it was morning and all of the green mist had disappeared

Ember pulled herself to her feet shakily and stretched her newly restored limbs. "Damnation, that was probably the least fun I've had since the last time I had my gums scraped..."

She managed a weak smile and flashed Kat a thumbs-up. Her gaze swept the others who'd held up the now-vanished Books. "You did it, cheres. The bogeyman’s gone."

She was still aching from the torturous spell she'd had cast on her, though thankfully there seemed to be no ill lingering effects.

She looked around. "Everybody okay? Does anyone need help?"

A high-pitched squeal came from overhead; Ember looked up and broke into a real grin. She held up her arm as a huge brick-red bat with large leathery wings flew down to perch on her shoulder.

"Sangria, chere! You're all right!" The bat squeaked and chittered as it snuggled into Ember's long auburn hair.

Madison looked wildly around for Lee, finding him unconscious several feet from where she was standing. She ran over to him, shouting. "Help! Somebody..."

Kat ran over and waved her wand at Lee. "There. That will wake him and dull the pain. I think I'll leave the real fixing to Madame Pomfrey when we get back."

"Anyone else?"

Yvette hadn't seen most of what had gone on, and for a minute after she regained her sight she couldn't see. She blinked and smiled hesitantly. "I'm alright."

Niki looks around. Now that the evil force has been conquered, she looks down at herself. Her brand new school robe is torn and dirty, one shoulder has a long cut, her hair is a mess, she has too many bruises to count, and worst of all... She glances over at Hadrian's body. "If... if we're going back, can someone help me carry my brother?" She looks around, an odd expression on her face. "How strange. I feel like my head is about to float away. Would someone watch it for me? It is so useful, for putting my hood on..." With that, Niki falls over in a faint. 

Moving very swiftly, Ember is just sort of THERE to catch Niki before she hits the ground. "Poor child," she murmurs, lowering Niki gently to the ground. "It's been one hell of a morning for you and your family, no?"

She looked over at Morticia. She hadn't forgotten the horrid things the two had said to her and about her, but under the circumstances she was willing to forgive and forget--particularly since it seemed they'd lost a brother. 

Ember knew that feeling all too well... Hidden in her hair, Sangria chittered something that sounded almost consoling.

Insanius blinked. Once the winged serpent was gone, the world suddenly stopped its spinning. He surveyed the scene as he walked back into the clearing from its edge. "'Tis a high price we pay indeed, when in evil planned we must intercede."

Marvo groans. 'Well.... I don't know about the rest of you. But I think we should head back now. There's a Bacon sandwich with my name on it waiting for me. Ha ha... OW!'

Nimue started to giggle with the absurdity of the remark but realised that yes, they needed to return to Hogwarts as soon as possible.

The group slowly made their way back through the forest, floating the body of Hadrian and giving support to those wounded.

It was fairly obvious that the spell had been broken as at the edge of the forest they were met by Professors Dumbledore, Snape and McGonagall who were about to launch a search party for the missing students.

Professor Sprout and Hagrid were also present looking slightly dishevelled with green goo dripping from bits of their robes.

Before any explanations could be given the students were taken to Madame Pomfrey where their wounds were dressed and they were generally assisted in coming to terms with the events within the forest. All were interviewed singly and in groups over the next few days. 

Many owls were despatched and within a very short period of time various parents and guardians were arriving. Of course, representatives from the Daily Prophet sought to gain access to Hogwarts but the

Ministry of Magic exerted itself more than usual to protect the students from publicity.

Some of the students were well enough to return home for the remainder of the holidays. Some remained at Hogwarts as originally planned.

